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Memoranda of telephone interviews or conversations 
and personal interviews are contained in this appendix 
in aphaJbetical order, as follows: 



Baity, James T., September 27, 1976 
Barnett, James 0. , September 27, 1976 
Baumgardner, F.J., December 22, 1976 1 

Bloeser , Richard, July 15, 1976 . 
Boatwright, James R. , September 23, 1976 
and October 20, 1976 
Buchanon, John T. , October 15, 1976 ‘ 

Canale, Phil M., September 21,-1976 
Canipe, Guy W., Jr., July 7, 1976 \ 

Carlisle, John, September 20, 1976 
and September 22, 1976 
Crumby, W.O. , September 17,1976 
ttollahite, Vernon V., July 6, 1976 

^^/v^ bert K " Jul y 6,1976 
Ghorinlc-y, Judson E., July 7, 1976 

Hamilton, Edward A., September 27, 1976 
Hester, Joseph, June 23, 1976 and 
July 8, 1976 

Holloman, Frank, September 15, 1976 
,, Howe, Ray, July 8,1976 

Huie, William B., September 15, 1976 
Internal Security Division Representatives , 
September 8, 1976 
Jensen, Robert, July 7, 1976 
Johnson, R.T. , December 21, 1976 
Iesar, James H. , December 13, 1976 
and December 14, 1976 
long. Riel lard E. , December 30, 1976 
Macdonald, James C., September 16, 1976 
and December 22, 1976 
Manuel, Philip, September 20, 1976 and 
September 23, 1976 
McCollough, Morrell, July 12, 1976 
. McFerren, John, July 9, 1976 and 
November 16, 1976 

McGowan, Clem J. , December 23, 1976 
McKay, Iouis, July 8, 1976 
Montedonico, Eddie L. (Attorneys for) , 

July 8,1976 
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„ *. Newsum, Floyd E. , Sr July 8, 1976 
Peelnan, J.S., December 21, 1976 

Ray, Jerry, December 20, 1976 
Redditt, Edward E., July 8, 1976 
and September 28, 1976 
Richmond, Willie B. , July 7, 1976 
and September 28, 1976 
Rival to, Arthur J. , September 27, 1976 
Routt, W.E., September 27, 1976 
Smith, Jack, September 27, 1976 
Tines, Graydon P. , September 20, 1976 
Stanton, Hugh, Jr., September 17,1976 
and September 23, 1976 
Wallace, Norvell E. , July 8, 1976 
Zachary, Nevelyn E. , September 15, 1976 
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TWv^r-w ? teleptoned Jaines T * Baity, Captain Memphis Fire 

SPiSjn' f *• 03 Se P taTlber 27, 1976, regarding 

Srif Sd .nH Wallace 311(3 F1 °y d Newsm on 

4th 1968 * ^ty stated that he does 

h ^ n ? to do with the detail of Wallace 

, Que jL^ rthUr Rialto and Lt. John T. Buchanon 

. . „ ot±ier officers in the personnel department -at the 

toifc y said any district Chief could 
nave ordered the men detailed. 

for April^^fifi 9 ? ? e S * xength ^Port-Firefighting (F-200737) 
10-21? ^ i 1968 ' ^P^^.^ty said Wallace was detailed at 
£*«• °° r f son D ls indicated on the report why he was 
.detailed. Captain Baity said he was not there at the time the 
detail was made, as he went off duty at 4:30p.m. 

The Strength Report-Firefighting for April 4 , 1968 

hi^h?S y Newsum . was. detailed as of the beginning of 
. , Shlft " ^ reason is given. Captain Baity said the only 

th^f^ ° f , the details TOuld be the log books kept in 
the respective fire stations. F 
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Memorandum of Interview of James 0. Barnett 
• - - ■ ■ - ■ ■ — — ■ — — — ■ - 

On September 27, 1976, I telephoned 
James 0. Barnett, former Deputy Chief, Menphis Fire 
Department, regarding the detail on April 3rd and 4th 1968 
of firemen Norvell Wallace and Floyd Newsum. 

Barnett stated that Abby Mann, who was doing a documentary, 
had called him frcm California about the same thing. He said 
the order to detail the men would have had to come from above, 
because peons in the fire department did not move men around. 
While he does not recall discussing the matter with Newsum, 
Barnett said the people on the security detail probably felt 
better without Wallace and Newsum around. 
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F. WALKER 
mey. Department of Justice 
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Memorandum to the Files 

Re: F.J. Baumgardner Interview 



On December 22, 1976 at- 1:00 pm, E.D.T. task fotce attorney 
Joseph F. Gross, Jr., telephonically contacted F.J, Baumgardner, 

and requested an interview from the former Chief of 
the Internal Security Section (ISS), Division 5, Domestic Intelligence. 
Now retired from the FBI and living in Louisville, Kentucky, 

Mr. Baumgardner, as Chief ISS from 1947 or 1948 to his retirement 
December 8, 19 66 , had supervisory responsibilities of the King 
Security Investigation. 

At this time Mr. Baumgardner agreed to be interviewed, but 
declined to do so on that date because a trip to the drug store had 
exhausted him for the day. He directed Mr. Gross to call him at 
9:00 am. December 23, 1976, in order to arrange a time for the inter- 
view. 



As requested, Mr. Baumgardner was contacted December 23, 1976, 
but declined to be interviewed He 

advised to call back December 24, 1976. 

On December 24. Baumgardner was contacted but again he declined 
to be interviewed. 

he swore an oath when he entered and when he left the 
Bureau not to divulge any Bureau information he became privy to during 
his tenure. He added that a discussion of these matters would also 
be too emotional for him and that his memory was too weak. He did 
remember, however, being proud and unashamed of his work at the Bureau. 
He concluded that such an interview would not be possible and 
apologized for reversing himself . 
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Interview: w 

SA Richard Bloeser 
Security Coordinator 
Los Angeles .Field Office 

9 

> " I 

On July 15, 1976, Departmental attorneys Gross and 
White interviewed Los Angeles Field Office Security Coordinator 
Richard Bloeser, Bloeser was our contact during the course of 
our review of the L, A. Field Office files 7/12-15/76. 

Bloeser was most candid with us. 




* 



We asked Bloeser why information on Martin Luther King's 
private life was collected and retained by the Bureau which 
did not bear on King's alleged association with the CP, USA. 

He advised chat the target of any intelligence gathering mission 
Is a composite picture of the subject(s), and therefore 
intelligence gathering has no limit. 

t 

In connection with elsurs used on Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Bloeser advised that it is quite possible that the L.A.P.D. 
Intelligence Division received its own elsur information. 
However, if it had, and the Information was shared with the 
Bureau, only the information and not the source would be 
revealed to the Bureau. 

•• 

Bloeser stated that SAC Simon (1968) had retired and 

was practicing law in Beverly Hills. ASAC Onsguard is 
deceased. 



Bloeser stated that all elsurs were specifically 
approved by Headquarters. He also stated that there were no 
do not file" files in the L. A. office. 
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MEMDRANDUM OF INTERVIEW OF JAMES R. BOA3VJRIGHT 






* 



On September 23, 1976 , James R. Boatwright , Assistant 
Chief, Memphis Fire Department, telephoned, in response to 
a previous request for information, and advised that former 
Lt. Jack Smith of. the fire department is n cw retired and 
living in Mississippi. He can be reached on telephone no. 



Boatwright confirmed that Smith was Flo/d Newsum 1 s 
commanding officer on April 3, 1968, and was the individual 
who telephoned Newsum on the night of the 3rd and ordered him 
to report for duty at fire station no. 31 instead of no. 2 on 
the 4th. Boatwright said they were having a very tense 
situation during that time and a number of threatening calls 
(not directed against anyone in particular) had been received 
at fire station no. 2. Boatwright stated that he was the 
assistant chief dispatcher in 1968 and did not have first 
hand knowledge of the transfers. However, he said the consensus 
of opinion was that both Newsum and Norvell Wallace were 
transferred for their own protection, since they were the 
only blacks assigned to fire station no. 2. 

4 

Boatwright stated that former captain James 0. Barnett 
is new retired and living in Memphis. His telephone no. is 
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Reinterview of James R. Boatwright 



On October 20, 1976, James R. Boatwright, Assistant 
Chief, Memphis Fire Department, furnished copies of: (1) 

Menphis Fire Department Strength Report-Fire Fighting 
Personnel dated April 3, 1968, for Shift "A", Battalions one 
and eight; (2) Menphis Fire Department Strength Report-Fire 
Fighting Personnel dated April 4, 1968, for Shift "B" Battalions 
one and two; and (3) pages 94 and 95 of the fire department's 
personnel log book for shifts "A" and "B" on April 3, 1968 and 
April 4, 1968, respectively. 

Chief Boatwright explained that the above documents 
were the only records in the fire department that reflected 
the details of Firemen Norvell Wallace and Floyd Newsum on 
April 3, 1968 and April 4, 1968, repectively. According to 
Chief Boatwright the left side of the Strength Report shows the 
number of men that should be assigned to a company according 
to the table of organization (column 1); the second column 
shows the number of men actually assigned; the third column 
shows the minimum number of men for the company to operate; the 
fourth column identifies the company; and the fifth column shews 
the number of men actually on duty. 

» 

The Strength Report for April 3, 1968, shows that 
Wallace was detailed from company 2 to company 33 at 10:21p.m. 
There were six men in company 2 prior to the detail. After 
VfedLlace was detailed there were five men remaining which is 
the minimum strength for the company. Conpany 33 was operating 
with four men (the minimum strength) before Wallace was detailed 
and he made five men or one over the minimum strength. 

Similarly, the Strength Report for April 4, 1968, shows 
that Newsum was detailed from company 55 to company 31. After 
the detail there were five men left on duty (the minimum strength) 
at conpany 55. On the other hand, carpany 31 had four men on 
duty before Newsum was detailed and he made five which was one 
man over the minimum strength. 

Chief Boatwright indicated that the log records maintained 
by individual fire stations had been destroyed for the year 1968. 
Moreover, the only other available record which might have a 
bearing on the subject was the personnel department's log book 






- 2 - 




for April 3, 1968 and April 4, 1968 for Shifts "A" and "B" . 
This record primarily shows the names of fireman on leave, 
etc. and does not reflect the details of Newsum or Wallace. 

Chief Boatwright could give no reason why Newsum or 
Wallace were detailed, but said the consensus of opinion 
was they were both detailed for their own protection, since 
they were the only blacks assigned to the station. 
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F. Walker 

, Department of Justice 
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fugitive and recommended a search of appropriate files. Since the 
thumb print taken from an Atlanta map found at Galt's vacated room 
in Atlanta had a unique "ulner loop" and was a very clear print, 
this was used in the search of the fugitive files. The first 100 
Jackets of the file contained Ray's identity, and the other finger- 
prints obtained during the investigation matched the Ray file. 

Regarding the directives from Headquarters, Long advised that 
they were standard procedure in a major case. He stressed that 
because of the importance of the case shorter deadlines were enforced. 
Again, Long added this was a massive investigation without restrictions. 
Long believes this was a complete, highly responsible and successful 
investigation by the FBI. Until Ray was apprehended, there was 2k 
hour supervision at FBI Headquarters. 

Long stated that he was not really aware of the investigation 
by the Domestic Intelligence Division on Dr. King. He could not 
recall any contact with Division 5 and did not know that there were 
two agents from the Domestic Intelligence Division reading incoming 
teletypes. Although it is a possibility that this was being done if 
it was done it was without his knowledge. 

Long stressed that the FBI was very concerned with Ray's source 
of funds, and believes that Ray committed some type of crime to 
finance himself. Long believes that Ray was a strong racist and 
used the example of Ray not attending a softball game at the Missouri 
state Penitentiary if blacks were even in attendance. Long explained 
that the Ray family was interviewed numerous times, but stated the 
Bureau was uncertain as to the veracity of any family members. 


















Memorandum of Interview of James C. Macdonald 



Mr. James C. Macdonald, Administrator and Referee of • 
tte Memphis Juvenile Court (formerly Chief of Police) was telephoned 

5L °^ lce •••-.. ™ September 16, 1976, and. questioned 

about matters relating to the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. * 



A 

In response to questions, Mr. Macdonald stated that the 
police tactical units were organized in 1966 or 1967 for the 
purpose of preventing burglaries and robberies . The units were 
beefed up during the sanitation workers strike and used during 
the disturoances that followed. He has no first hand knowledge 
of the informer coverage of the " Invaders", as they did not have 
paid informers. But policemen did attend the sanitation workers 
rallies when they could get in. However, he does not recall a 
policeman named Merrell McCullough who infiltrated the Invaders . 



, The surveillance post was set up at fire station NO. 2 

because Dr. King refused protection and did not want the police 
around him. Mr. Macdonald remembers talking to officer Edward 
Redditt about the threat on his life in Mr. Holloman's office, 
but he does not remember the source of the threat. He said that 
he was in court all day with Mr. Holloman in regard to the 
injunction hearing and does not know who could have received the 
information about the threat. Moreover, Mr. Macdonald said he 
has no knowledge of the transfer of firemen Norvell Wallace and 
Flcyd Newsom from their post of duty at fire station No. 2 on 
the day prior to the assassination. After the assassination, 

Mr. McDonald was concerned with the disturbance that followed 
and played no part in the investigation. 
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Memorandum of Interview of James C. Macdonald, 
former Chief of MPD (Telephone No. 901/527-5231) 









I telephoned James C. Macdonald, former Chief of 
PDlice of the MPD, on December 22, 1976, and inquired about 
the security detail that was sent to the airport to meet 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on April 3, 1968 I informed 
Macdonald that I was referring to a report of Inspector 
G.P. Tines, dated July 17, 1968, in which it is stated that 
he (Macdonald) ordered the detail to headquarters at about 
5:00p.m. 



M acdonald stated that he would like to help in anyway 
he can and would sit dcvm and talk with me at any tiire. However, 
he said those where hectic times and he has no present recollec- 
tion of the detail. On the other hand, he stated that Inspector 
Tines report should be correct, since it was written July 17, 
1968. 











Memorandum for the File 



On September 20, 1976, I telephoned Philip Manuel, 

Chief Investigator of the Senate Investigating Committee, 
a sub -committee of the Senate Committee on Government 
Operations (phone: 224-3721) and inquired whether he had 
provided information to the Memphis Police Department on 
April 4, 1968, concerning a threat on the life of Memphis 
police officer Edward E. Redditt., 

Mr. Manuel stated that in 1968 the committee was 
investigating riots and civil disorder and he did have 
seme contact with the Memphis Police Department at that time. 

But, he has no present recollection of making a call and 
furnishing information to them about a threat on Redditt 1 s 
life. Mr. Manuel agreed to search his records, some of whlrh 
may be in the Archives, and will let me know if he finds auyl-hlng. 
However, if he should find the information, he said we would h.*tve 
to follow Senate Rule 30 before it could be released. (A formal 
request from the AG or DAG and approval by the committee and/or 
full Senate). 

Later in the afternoon, Mr. Manuel telephoned me and 
indicated that he had searched their indices and did not'fiml 
the name "Edward E. Redditt", which would mean that a memornudiim 
was not written. He said, however, he had requested some oUi»*r 
material from the Archives which may contain the information. 

He will call me on Friday, September 24, 1976. 
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• Memorandum of Interview of Philip R. Manuel 



On September 28, 1976, I telephoned Philip R. Manuel 
of the Senate Investigating Committee (224-3721) regarding 
information he supplied the Memphis Police Department (MPD) 
about a threat on the life of police officer Edward E. Redditt. 
I told Manuel that records of the MPD show that he was in their 
office on the 3rd or 4th of April 1968 and furnished the 
information based on a phone call to Washington. 

Manuel stated that the incident sounds familiar, but 
he has no independent recollection. However, he said he was 
in Memphis on the 3rd and 4th of April 1968, departing by 
plane on the afternoon of the 4th. Moreover, he said he was 
in the police department and his office does have a source in 
Mississippi. He probably did not make a record of the matter 
since the threat related to someone in Knoxville rather than 
Menphis. Therefore, he believes the information reflected 
in the MPD records is correct. 
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Memorandum of Interview With Marrell 
McCollough, Safeway Building, 

Washington, D.C., July 12 , 19 76 . 

r 

Marrell McCollough, a former member of the Memphis 
Police Department, was interviewed by team members 
Folsom and Walker. McCollough stated that he joined the 
MPD the day after Labor Day, 1967, graduating from the 
police academy on December 6, 1967. After graduation he 
worked as a uniformed patrolman until February of 1968. 

In February of 1968 McCollough stated that he went 
undercover for the specific purpose of infiltrating the 
"Invaders” who became active about the same time of the 
sanitation workers strike. McCollough said the "Invaders" 
consisted of about 15 members (mostly college students) 
and were a black power group similar to the Black Panthers. 
At the time, McColiough said the "Invaders” sat around and 
did a lot of talking, but were not involved in much action. 
He 8 1 ated that the police department was concerned about 
what they might do. 

At the time of Dr. King*s entry onto the strike scene, 
McCollough stated that the "Invaders” wanted part of the 

action. After the violence of March 28, 1968, they met 

• . 

with Dr. King at the Lorraine’ Motel and told him that if 

* • 4 

he wanted to keep the marches non-violent he would have 

4 - 

to deal with them. They demanded cars and money for 
their organization. However, Dr. King equivocated and 
did not give them an answer. McCollough said the Invaders 
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wanted the cars for their transportation. He said he was 
the only one in the group with a car, and this made him 
more acceptable to them. 

• m A 

On April 4, 1960 ,^ the day of Dr. Kind’s death, 
McCollough said he was in school the first part of the day. 
After school, shortly after noon, he went to the Lorraine 
Motel and picked up Reverend Bevel and Reverend Orange to 
take them shopping for overalls which were a big item then. 
They returned to the Lorraine Motel sometime after 5:00 P.M. 
He was followed to the motel by Clara Ester and Mary Hunt 

w 

4 

who were riding in another car. 

* 

A 

McCollough read his FBI interview statement dated 
April 12, 1968, and said the details reflected therein are 

A 

accurate. He stated that the FBI did not know he was an 
undercover officer for the MPD at the time of his inter- 

view, but he believes they found out later. McCollough 

+ 

» 

said he was primarily interested in the "Invaders”, not 

• • 

Dr. King. 

McCollough stated that he does not recall being with 
•ny of the "Ihvaders" on April 4, 1968, and that he did 
not see any of them around the Lorraine Motel when he came 

a 

back there with Reverend Bevel and Reverend Orange after 
5:00 P.M. Continuing, McCollough said he was positive 
that the shot that killed Dr. King came from the rear of 
the buildings which front on South Main Street. Moreover, 
he said he did not see anyone in the bushes in the back 

of the lot. 




Me Collough stated Chat he remained in an undercover 
capacity for about a year after the assassination and 

that the "Invaders" had precipitated a great deal of 

; T 

violence, including arson and the shooting of a policeman. 
His undercover assignment was terminated after his cover 
was blown by a woman who found his name on the police 
payroll. 
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Itenorandum of Interview of John McFerren, Somerville, 
Tennessee, July 9, 1976 






I 




John McFerren was interviewed by team monbers Folscm and 
Walker at his gasoline service station and general grocery store 
located on Highway 76 and Old Macon Road, Scmerville, Tennessee. 

McFerren escorted Folscm and Walker to a rear room of the 
grocery store which he had set up as a conference roan. After 
Poison and Walker displayed their creden ti a ls and McFerren was 
assured of their identities, the purpose of the task force was 

explained. McFerren immediately said that "Wallace was in on it" 

• • 

and that the same man that killed President Kennedy killed Dr. King. 

McFerren said he knew this because he had been doing seme checking 

% 

on his own and he had the evidence on tapes, one of which he had 
mailed to the Justice Department. He said the first time he mailed 

i 

the tape to the Justice Department it came back but he remailed 

the tape by certified mail and it did not cane back. 

It was explained to McFerren that we were particularly interested 

r • 

In the conversation that he told the FBI he overheard at the LL& L 

t 

Produce Company, Merphis, Tenn. , cn the afternoon of April 4, 1968. 
McFerren stated that he had been trading with the LL & L Produce 
Ocmpany for about 8 years and he went there sanetime after 4:00 p.m. 

~4 

on April 4, 1968, to buy produce for his grocery store. He said he 
knew where everything was in the warehouse and drw a diagram which 
is attached to this memorandum. McFerren said the office is located 

4 

to the left of the entrance to the warehouse. The door to the office 
was standing ajar when he entered and he saw the man whan he identified 
for the FBI only as "the fat man," using the telephone. McFerren 





stated that he knew the man was Frank Liberto, but he did not want 

9 

to give his name to the FBI because of the danger involved. Continuing, 

McFerren said he stood near the door to the office and overheard Liberto 

, *. _ * 

say: "Shoot the S.O.B. cn the balcony or anywhere, I don't care how 

you get the job done." By that time the handy man f wham McFerren 

*. * 

described as a thin white man with a scar on his neck running frcm 

ear to ear, walked up to him and asked him what he wanted. McFerren 

# 

told him that he wanted to purchase some produce and the handy man 
told him to go get it. 

McFerren said he proceeded to the produce bins and selected 

4 

his produce. When he returned to the area of the office, McFerren said 
the phone rang again. The handy man answered the phone and told Liberto: 
"Ray wants to speak to you." McFerren said that Liberto took the phone 
and he overheard him say; "Don't bring your ass near this place. You • 
know my brother in New Orleans. Go there to get your money." 

a 

It was pointed out to McFerren ttat he did not tell the FBI that 
Liberto had mentioned Pay's name. McFerren said that he did not mention 

any names to the FBI, but gave them only descriptions. He said that, 

* 

in fact. Pay had put groceries in his car. He stated that Ray had worked 
for the LL & L Produce Company either before Christmas or after Christmas. 

r 

McFerren described Ray as a thin nan with coarse black hair and fungus 

4 

on his neck which he said he called "jungle rot." McFerren said at the 

tiitte he thought this man was a Mexican or an Indian rather than a white 

% 

% 

man. 

Continuing, McFerren said he left the produce company about 5:15 p. 
and drove back to Somerville arriving there about 6:00 p.m. He said 
he did not think too nuch about the conversations he had overheard until 



he heard that Dr. King had been shot. After he discussed the matter 

with his wife, he decided he would report the information to the police. 

> 

» 

. 

McFerren stated that Robert Pcwell, a small time gangster 

of New Orleans who formerly lived in the Memphis area, came to see 

* • 

ft 

him on Tuesday after the assassination. Powell asked McFerren how he 

•• *4 

was and questioned him about the roads leading to and from McFerren' s 

house. McFerren said he was suspicious of this visit and played dumb. 

• •* 

Two weeks later McFerren said three black men came to his store 

A 

A 

and attempted to shoot him. McFerren' s brother was behind the counter 
and McFerren was sitting at a table when the men came into the store. 

The men mistook McFerren 's brother for him. McFerren said that when one 

# 

of the men pulled his gun, he grabbed him and they chased them away. 

« 

McFerren stated that he was attacked by five blacks on the 
Somerville courthouse steps about six months to a year after the 
assassination. He said he ran to the front yard of Mrs. Fair, a white 
lad/, who came out with her shotgun and broke up the attack. The city 
police came and took him away, but made no arrests. McFerren said his 

f 

jaw was broken and same of his teeth were knocked out during the attack. 

. 

He believes the men were paid to beat him up. McFerren gave Folsom 
and Walker a copy of a monorandum, dated January 10, 1970, which he said 

contained the evidence that the men were paid to beat him. The memorandum 

* 

is signed by John McFerren, President of the Original Fayette County 
Civic & Welfare League, Inc. and is attached to this manorandum. 

McFerren said he was also suspicious of Russell Thompson, an attorney 
who formerly handled cases for the NAACP Legal Defense Fund but now 
represents the Memphis Police Union. McFerren said Thompson represents 
his wife in a divorce action filed against him. He reasoned that the 



t 









l 



I 

! 

I 

I 



MPD oould have been in on the assassination; that Thompson is 

protecting then through the police union and is new trying to 

destroy him by breaking up his marriage. 

• • 

McFerren gave Folsom and Walker a copy of an article from the 

March 15, 1969 issue of the New York Post. The article (attached to 

4 

this manorandum) was written by Ted Poston and is titled: "King 
Murder: A Mystery Call." The article is McFerren' s story about the 

i 

overheard conversations at the LL & L Produce Company. McFerren said 
he and Ted Poston, who is now deceased, were very close. He sent a tape of 
evidence to Poston and he believes his widow will give us access to the 

. i 

tape. 

McFerren said a lot of money had been collected in Somerville 
for Pay. When asked wtot his source of information was, he said the cooks 
for various people such as the Mayor gives him the information. He 
tapes their conversations and telephone cal Is on a snail pocket size tape 

•4 

recorder and transfers these conversations to a master tape. McFerren 

said he had sent four of these master tapes to various places in the 

• • 

country, including the Justice Department. 

« 

* i 

McFerren stated that his telephone was "bugged." He said he 

knew this because he had saneane from an electronics company inspect his 

telephone. Therefore, he does not discuss certain matters on the telephone 

% 

and he recognizes people by their voices rather than by their names. Once 
he hears a voice, he said he never forgets it. 
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January 10 , 1970 



Mr, Kino Socncor 

Route 4 Somerville, Tennessee - Old Macon Rond 
Resides west of Brown r. , . : n noraa 

Ware High School Mr * ocatpri on dd Macon Rond west of W.P. 

Chevrolet cl? Since ml "° rl 'f 4 for M<,yor 1<p - r =""V« 

i 946 ’ Mr. Spencer Is anproxlmately 50 years old. 

pcs s mJne| P tl°the S ta I l^c e UUbour "°;, ° r Hluhvoy 64 west of Scuorvllle 
Wllboume is also a - “yle 

SSrlSnit^mi?" Ta pf ? rlye 5 he flrst st reet # on the left after 
the passing of the mSnoS!‘'thSre 7 werc 0 flTC e oS 0 “'S'oth““ r ' e h, ! ’ l3 ° ln 

ten give the Anderson brother! J3°! . K fSSL nt. 

Ssi 1 Sw F th^ i paisriSg C of F tho l »i ° NC<? p? Morker for t,4 e Chevrolet Garage 
>haws Groce^Ho^eroi^hrS^-JoSSa^R^r ^ 3 ” eSt 0f 

(a 8 Ne|ro)! G sen? i^^J^ohn^cpJwn^rcSSJir’jSM? 11 *’ ? ennessee 

^ears^ld^ 0 (Ernestine f^Toart F i? ldS ’’* Hc « ro about^S 

1 gun to shoot' Johi HcPrr?rS Sth° f 6 h° UT 5 that bent J ° hn U P } 

:hls nt a party at W s shinmiit e-i cbtlc hcard S0IP0 "hltes discussing 

•me. Tennessee. hlnOUlt Sr s 110,185 011 Sou th Marginal; Sonar- 

$ 

^JolS^f^,. 0 IlflnT" Eost S‘»«» nccross ' 

iat f says he Tr as* in Jnhnqrm m i n °^ building from Shinnult's Laundro- 

tateraent that Mayor Ynnccv '4 Le<? Andors ' >n mado the 

o away ”lth John McFcrrcn At- t-H t>10T!l n car ^ or them to 
Jtho Lee was getting unset \hmit t- j° e they had not received the car 

o give Mayor Yancey two more days if ho^dn^ statement ho was going 
ody would know someth lnr r-it-nr 4- +. 110 dld « present the car some- 

1961 green * wM?f rJStioo^S 1,112 f? derso " d »vlng 

O wns going to govo It to !e ’■/hen ? ld : 300 thcre 1 ‘old 

ho car the four Anderson brother- nen- r irsl stotement wns nude nbout 

lfonso Anderson. Hob^VrtoS^snl 5 r f lex A " dorso "’ 

later Ernestine ,,cN ? u A llTsTHTo 

ithS like tZZ Port<Jr also states the Merchants have 

* “i^bliS sriZ OJr soln,! fr °° 3tore to store r » lsl °s —r 

% 

fa, H md V M Th0mpS o° n ; \ Cnfe owner noxt d °or to McFcrren’s Grocery, Hvy ' 

5n elMm/fS f^ nd A ^° 3 hCOrd thc " bovr stn tcmmt by others. Thom^I 
on claims that the Anderson groun was also given >300.00 ln oosh 

lompson’s address Is Route 1 Box 1 5 1. Ooklcld. Tonnes^. Pto™ 465- 

>hnny Hussey, a brother-in-law to Ernestine McNeil Fields and W.C. 

ive 1 V/C rft ?qt!J^ h i t f/ h S ^ llcvcs that Paul Burrow, City Chief of Police, 

Z j C ’t, ty l McNc11 n anwed-off punp a n d a double barrcll shot 

in and shells, Johnnie Hussey lives on the Old Jonlcan P.oad, 

notlnoo called the Mt. Olive Hoad, Somerville, Tennessee, nbout 2 i 
les southeast of Somerville, . * 




1 T ’, 






' a - - i|,r ; | » , x r"W. | , i‘^--.i - ■~ r -r v ■ r ,r »;a- nv ; •— i r**- 

* t ; * t «' i# * •/ • * 



*T'Mosby lives on Highway 59, north of Somerville, Phone 465-2062, 
l works nt H. & C. Tfvblc Co.,*at Somorvlllb.* Tennessee* Hq, states 
\t Alfonzio, Anderaor , Otha Lee Anderson, Loeb McNeil, of Memphis, and 
McNeil came up to John Thompson's Cafe. Two entered through * the 
:k door end two entered through the front door looking for a Negro 
\ called Yate ^ (Saint John the Killer)* Otha Lee Anderson pulled his 
•j 2.8 Special with a shoulder holster and showed It to Carl Mosby* 
te-iySalnt John the Killer) was not at the Cafe at that time* Carl 
\lmes^p^ttse men shoot guns around town like mad and the Police don f t 

;n question this action. 4 

« 

vie McDaniel, or Davie Coe lives on the Did Jackson Road at the 
>y limits near the railroad, and works at Boswell Feed Store (Purina 
:& Store), 215 North Main Street* He has worked there since 1959* 
/le McDaniel claims that Tom Day and Al<Jen Feathers, City Police, 
ae to Boswell/s Feed Store and Boswell took them into his office and 
ve them ten or fifteen dollars from his cash register. Paul Burrow 
llected money on the side of- town of the Somerville Bank & Trust Co* 
a Day and Feathers also went" into Parson 9 s Grocery collecting money* 
ink Boswell was laughing ahcM* talking to the policemen, Day and / 
athers, about my getting’ bent’ oid # . • Parson, the groccrmnn, said they 
aid shoot marbles 'on^my coat tail- when *1 was running trying to get 
ay from the gang that* boat me up. * * 

o Anderson brothers live at the City limits by the old railroads, on 
c Old Jackson Road* VJ.C. McNeil lives in Winfrey Bottom just off N* 

st Street, northwest of Somerville, Tennessee. 

% • * • * 

Is is information ns it has been given to me concerning the December 

th attack on me. ' 

* « 

/• 

" Signed 1 



John McFcrren, President of the 
Original Fayette County 
Civic & Welfare League, Inc. 

Route 4 - Box 133A 

Somerville, Tennessee 

P*.one 901 - 465-3659 - Residence 

901 - 465-9936 - Grocery 

. 
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ny *KT) TOSTON 

k Kii|K'rrr.n: kot owner told 
Hi Port tndiv Mi?t. one 
nov. before the Re\. Martin 
f. utter Kir." Jr. \vr»:; asr.is- 
J;n M or*. a motel balcony 

he jwri-nr*! a Mcn.nhis 

• 

businessman cei* a telephone 
caller: « 

“I'm r^t sroi rg to pay you 
i derailed thir." until the 
?b Is done. You can shoot 
he s'»n of a bitch on the 
clcor.v/* 



% 

And, the supermarket 
owner said, a few minute3 
latrr when the callci rang 
back, the bur.inessnia , sit- 
tin ; with an associat told 
him: “JNaw, I don’t want 
your — around thui place. 
You can pick up the $5,100 
from my brother in Acw . 
Orleans.” 



John MeFerren, the Ne^ro 
market owner, said he re- 
ported the conversation to 
the FBT, Mr inn his P’^icc 
Director Frank C. Holloman 
.and other oftierals four da vs 
i after the assassination at 

• Continued on rage 57 



1 



* '' 

■‘.•j'x'. t*" 



• »• # s • 

^ • • 

» I!!ng Mardsr: A Mystery TcEep':et;o Cc!J 



united Irem Puqc 1 (thought it happened around 3 

ig of th.i executive di-jpm. Without thinking:, John 

r of the Tennessee j^'d: Wo. :l was after 5 o’clock!' 

veil on Human Re la- | :in ‘ 1 ,hcn ,oUl hrr "hat he had 

i, Baxter Brvnnt. ‘? f 5 oc,or,< * 

- , . 1 "Roth were prettv frightened 

e Memphis prosecutor s . . ( , . * , 

. i , L x J. . * . : t»er.nw of t!»e lone struggle 

C to d The RObt the |>0-, tlu-v h.ul had in the eommunity. 

.ad checked out the re- j Rut they finally called me in 

and found it false. The | Nashville nn*l aslcnf me to drive 

it was learned, also over and advise them. 

id£rs the story untrue. * t 0 ''* J °hn that the author* 

'Ferren one»-nfe«; h i * ‘lien had to l»e told. After quca- 

et in irearbyFa^cttc Conn- 1 Zoning him closely for several 

cnn. As chairman of th** I hour., r drove into Memphis and 

tie County Welfare and i ,oM tho v hole thing to Mr. 

League, lie had organized i Holloman.** 

overly stricken Negroes of J ltryan said that Police Direct* 

ountv in enrlv lCCOs when or Hol'oman ?ot up a meeting 

Vhite Cithers Council in* 



cd a boycott designed lo 
them from the rrrn. 



for M-’ Ferre n in nn*ant*s Room 
:-16 in the Peabody Hotel where 
he was questioned from "2:30 
v owner of an f.°0,000 fill* ! a.m to 5 30 a ni.“ that Moiulav 
ation and chopping center, j morning l*v an Fnr agent, Ifol* 
ivs the conversations he i Ionian and the head of the Mem- 
card made no imnrcssion i phis Homicide Division. 



~n until he returned to his 
later that day. 

Ferre n said he was In 



‘ They took the names and ad* 
ilrcsTCs of both white men In- 
1 olvrfl, and hnd MeFerren draw 
•his on a buriners trip j ^ diagram of where he stood 
he Ivard the truncated unseen while the telephone con- 
rsations outside the ajar I ve:~ niions were carried on. They 
of the businesrmnn’n of- promised him police protection 
He wss unaware cf th* | end promised to take action 



icance of what was being 
»t the time. 

ant, where Human Rein- 
Council will rrceive a 
wj rrprrf on the ra«e at 



immediately.*' 

Bryant mid he kept In touch 
with the FIJI aj ent, who. though 
seeming rxr:f<*d at first, gtad’.l* 
aliv conlrd dov.n to where he 



ting in the Andrew Jack- j said. "Wore not Mire its im- 



lotcl in XaVhvil.'e today, 

he Pert* 

r n Mr. MeFerren re- 



port .:nt.*' 

Mian while. Bryant said, a re- 
porter for a national nows niiiga- 



t to his More, his wifriz-ne heard of the story and sent 



and fe.d him Pr. King 
qpn shot. She said she 



a report to the magazine's of- 
fice. The: resulted in a confer- 



ence by the magazine’s Wash 
ington bureau with officials of 
ihe Justice Dept 

"Naturally, I don't know what i 
went on there. * Bryant told 
The Post, "bu*. — f the report- 
er) hinted that the Washington | 
boys (Justice and the FBI) per-; 
suariod them not to print any-! 
thing right then since it might ' 
hamper the hunt for the killcr t ” I 
More Questions 

Shortly after the Washiugton 
meeting, he said, four FBI 
agents came down to MeFer- 
ren's store and to his home and 
questioned him extensively. 

Meanwhile, the reporter told 
the story to Russell X. Tharr.p- 1 
son, a Memphis lawyer who j 
later was to become co defense | 
counsel for James Earl Cay: 
when he was finally apprehend* I 
ed as the trigger man in the 
killing. 

Thompson visited MeFerren 
soon after the assassination and i 
took an affidavit outlining Me-, 
Ferren's account of the over- 
heard conversation. 

, This w'cek Thompson con- 
tacted Jack Greenberg, director 
of the NAACP Legal Defense! 
Fund and arranged for a con- i 
fcrence to outline a conspiracy 
Involving others in King's death. 

IVc'it Apprrhcnslve 

With no further word from 
the FBI, MeFerren has become 
increasingly apprehensive in re- 
cent weeks. 

"Someone has shot through 
the windows of ids store," 
Bryant said, "some Negroes: 
smuggled whiskey, which is I 



strictly forbidden, Into his 
lunchroom. Some women he h.id 
never seen before tlartcd fightj 
In his laundromat. 

"He has expressed fears to 
me that someone may be- hiring 
Negroes— member: of his own 
race- -to try .hut his mouth 
about what he *wvi I." 

In Washington, The Po c t 
learned the FCI h.»d investigat- 
ed McFetTcn’s stmy ^p.d cc:ii 
ed it was not true 

Tn Memphis, Asvt. Attorn-*;.- 
General Rc‘vri Dwyer told Tre 
Post tbit .'hnybis police had 
checked the mo: v out and four. I 
nothin? to sub^»;*ntiaio it. He 
cnid ». !io m*n .'tcForren ldenfi- 
fiej an rrc'.lv in-: the call hqd 
been at home with his wnfo nnd 
a friend at the tir. io MrFfrro.n 
s.iii ho was talking ovrr the 
phone In his office. 

Meanwhile, it was reported 
that Ray’s decision to plead 
frailty to kfllinc King in return 
for a 93-veer prison term was 
the result of kr.et. y ar. i cice- 
ly guarded ncyoti;.t;on5.'’ 

Not only did the rror^ctition 
ar.d defence approve cf the 
plan, a rcronst ration of the 
events show-s. but King's widow. 
If. S. Attorney Genera! C'.trk 
and Tennessee Gov. F!!;r.frton 
concurred, the As>'.ociate*i Press 
raid. 

Note*: on telephone calls made 
by the prosecution and informa- 
tion from a New York attor- 
ney's office confi! nt that Mrs. 
King was informed of the po- 
tential agreement anu apparent- 
ly approved it. 
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Memorandum of Telephone Call From 

John McFerrin 



T I 

On November l6, 1976, John McFerrin of Somerville, Term, 
telephonedme before I arrived at th ? office. Upon 
*' 4 . in-fncr Mr'Pprrin 1 s call he stated that he got shot right after we 
E A spent 6 dnys in the hospltn! McFerrin 

also stated that his wife had left him and was^suing m i ns ti- 

dlvorce. He believes Russell Thomas, his wife s attorney, 1 

gating the whole thing. 

McFerrin inquired whether the Department of Justice knew 
he had been shot as the NAACP said they would notify the tepar tinea . . 

I advised McFerrin that the Task Force reviewing Martin Luther g, • 
assassination had not been informed. In response to questi^, 

McFerrin said that he was shot in the lower part of hi- stomach on 
sjtember 10, 1976, at about 12:30 a.m. when Je was olosing^up 1 
laundry mat. He stated that a car drove up with one white male, t 
hlackmales and a woman and one of the black males shot himthroug 
STjlIIs door. McFerrin said he got his gun and shot one of the black 

males after which they all got in the car and. left. 

McFerrin stated that no one was arrested and inquired 

whether the Department of Justice was going to investigate the matter, 
whether ^ to ge t him. When asked who they 

fere he poS. -re in on 1? and he could not tolk about it 

now because his phone was tapped. 

I informed McFerrin that I was , indeed, sorry to hear 
tol teen shot, but the situation appeared to be » 

involving his local activities. He was advised that the Department oi 
Justice in general and the Task Force in particular did not have 
Jurisdiction to investigate the shooting. Therefore, sugges e 
he should pursue the matter through the local sheriff s offi . 

McFerrin said that he understood and that he 

not he hearing from us anymore. I informed McFerrin that the Task 
For ce- 6 would complete its work in about two months and would then be 

dissolved. 







tftcs F. WALKER, Attorney 
part meat of Justice 
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INTERVIEW OF CLEM J- McGOWAN 

. * ■'* 

A 

Mr. Clem J. McGowan was Interviewed at his 

V 

home on December 23, 1976 by James R. Kieckhefer. 

* 

<4 

Mr. McGowan served as Section Chief of the Civil 
Rights Section ,• General Investigative Division, 
during the King assassination investigation in 1968. 
jig retired from the FBI in 1975. Mr. McGowan was 
cooperative and had a good recollection of the investi- 

A 

gation. 

McGowan recalls being notified at his home at 
approximately 8:30 p.m. on April 4, 1968. The following 
morning Attorney General Ramsey Clark and Assistant to 
the Director Cartha DeLoach were flown to Memphis, Tennessee, 
to personally oversee the government’s involvement m 

*V| 

this matter. Dick Long was designated supervisor of the 
investigation at Headquarters since the State of Tennessee 
was his geographical responsibility in the Civil Rights 

* « 

Section. , 

From the beginning, the Director placed intense 
pressure on his Division to identify and apprehend the 
assassin and his co- conspirators , if any. Furthermore, 
McGowan stated that there were no restrictions to his 
knowledge placed on the conduct of the investigation. 

McGowan emphasized the degree of work by the FBI personnel 

4 

and amount of pressure on them. In fact, he was hospitalized 
in July, 1968, and unable to return to work until the 









V 



r 



/ » 



4 ♦ 4 

•" I 
» r I 



# r ‘ V 



• 4 « 




r*- T ry — ~ , v-.' w ■ ' 



- »»• ■»- r— ■ — — ri-t '~Ttr , - 












• • * #1 






‘following November. 

♦ 

Regarding the directives from headquarters to all 
field offices such as SACs would be held personally ' 
responsible for this case and all leads must be 
immediately followed up, McGowan advised that this 
was standard bureau procedure in major cases such as 
kidnappings. He added that Assistant Director Rosen 
stressed the importance of SAC responsibility. McGowan 
commented that there were numerous meetings between 
Division personnel and several meetings held to brief 
Assistant to the Director DeLoach. During these 
meetings, strategies, theories and utilization of 
manpower were discussed. He did not recall the specific 
individuals who suggested a search of fugitive fingerprint 

files or recommended a review of passport applications. 

/• « ♦ 

Generally, McGowan advised one or more of the following 
individuals participated in these meetings: Assistant 

I 

to the Director Cartha DeLoach, Assistant Director Alex 

* • 

i f 

Rosen, Deputy Assistant Director James Malley, Section 
Chief of the Bombing - Civil Rights Act of 1964 Unit 
William Martindale, and Supervisor Dick Long. 

McGowan stated he knew that there was a King investi- 
gation being conducted by the Domestic Intelligence Division 
but that he was not aware of the full features of this 
investigation. He noted that from the first day of his 
assassination investigation Assistant Director Sullivan 
sent two agents to assist him. These two people occupied 
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• • 

the office near or next to Supervisor Long. They 

read, to his knowledge, all the incoming material 

and did not leave until James Earl Ray was identified 

as the assassin of Dr. King. He believed their role 

was to assist ih the event that an ^international conspiracy 

arose or some domestic group under their bureau jurisdiction 

was deemed to be involved. He could not recall their 

t 

names. 



McGowan , based on his knowledge of the FBI investiga- 
tion, is of the opinion that Ray was a racist and desired 
to make something of himself by committing the crime of 

assassination. He did not feel that Dr. King had to be 

* 

* . 

the target of his crime. He also is of the opinion that 
Ray obtained his funds by committing numerous criminal 
activities such as robbery or burglary, or by participating 

a 

in the transfer or sale of drugs. 

McGowan stated that federal jurisdiction was found 



in 18 U.S.C. 241 when it was learned that the assassin 
had exchanged rifles in Birmingham on the advice of a 
brother. McGowan had worked in the civil rights field 
since 1952 and stated he was quite familiar with FBI 
investigative procedure. He viewed the enormous amount 

% 

of work by the FBI as necessary in this case; and it 

► • 

resulted in a responsible and successful effort. 
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Memorandum of Interview With Louis 
McKay at his Residence Located at 
1777 Westmore Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee, July 8 , 1976 . 



Louis McKay, officer of Memphis Police Department, 
vas interviewed by team members Folsom and Walker. 
Officer McKay stated that on April 4, 1968, he was 
assigned to a Tactical Unit, the number of which he does 
not remember . Shortly after 6;00 P.M. he was cruising 
in the area of Butler and 4th Streets (about one-half 
mile from the Lorraine Motel) when a call came over the 
radio that Dr. King had been shot. The squad car 
responded to the call, going directly to the Lorraine 



Mo 



tel where it was learned that the shot was fired from a 



building fronting on South Main Street. The squad car 

9 

then proceeded on Mulberry Street to East Butler, turned 

/• 

north on South Main Street, and parked at No. 2 fire 
station. Officer McKay said he and the members of his 

i 

squad car then ran north on South Main Street to a point 
near Canlpe's Amusement Company where a lieutenant or 
captain of the Memphis Police Department told him to 
stand guard over a bundle wrapped in a green bed spread 
which was lying in the doorway of Canipe’s Amusement 

A 

Company. Officer McKay estimated that about seven minutes 
had elapsed from the time the radio call was received to 
the time he was told to guard the bundle. 








. . . • * 

'• >1 * • ; 

► • *. t v,* 

, ( * 

l" 1 . L**» 

* * C V* 

/■ ;,<*:> 

* v 

\ ’V *: 

* , 

/<• J- 

t 

• *•; c* 

•*. 



<ir 



f*> E. 



.c** ». 

"•>> 

• /«, 

' V* 

•‘■r /• 

* Z n 9 

' r 

,r *•» ♦ 

• f 

*;• A" 

• * 

?. , < 

,h i , 

. • . » - 
\VvVf 

A > 

i • 

•• •• \ »i* ■ . 

> 

' . .>*v 

4 

* - **'• 

i 

* • 

** * 

. 9 

> < v 



% w 
» «f 



A 

’ 



r 

v. t 



* 

> • 



- I 



* - 

* 

* J 



1 V ' ! " *' " In ^ ’ ' " T*’" ’ < ■' 

* ■ l * ' • •* 

♦ V 

*.» f,,, • ». A • , • 

* m “ *1 ' . . v. ~ . 



V', ,<* * ' ,W‘- , V 



. .. . . 



• * ■ 
< r- 



;*&k - 




Manorandun of Interview with attorneys for Eddie 

L. Mon tedonioo , at Memphis , Tennessee at about 

10:50 a*m* , Room 978, Clifford Davis Federal Bldg . j u i Y Q. lq j6. 

Instead of the scheduled conference with Eddie Montedonico, his 
attorneys appeared, or more properly Messrs. James Raines and John. 

4 

Heiskell, of his uncles' law firm, the firm Eddie is to join after he 
has passed the upooming bar exam. 

They argued with Messrs. Walker and Folsccn of the task force 
that Eddie should not be asked to repeat his denials of the C.B. hoax 
of April 4, 1968. It was pointed out that this reluctance fortified 
the feeling of the M.P.D. , the F.B.I. and our group that Eddie's denial 
of 8 years ago was a lie. This upset counsel. Mr. Poison said the 
attorneys were familiar with the aphorism "The guilty flee when no 
man pursueth." They were dutifully angry with Folsan. 

The conversation then went to a suggestion by Folsan that 
rosybc Eddie should trike sl polygraph test* Counsel said they would 
consider it and any other means of corroborating their client and 
be back in touch for a final answer. 

The meeting then adjourned. 



Memorandum of Interview With Floyd 
E. Newsum, Sr. of the Memphis Fire 
Department, July 8 . 1976 . 
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Ployd E. Newsum, Sr. was interviewed by team members 

% 

Folsom and Walker at his residence, located at 
1818 Kingsview Drive, Memphis, Tennessee . 

At the outset of the interview, Newsum attempted to play 

f- 

two tapes of interviews conducted with Newsum by students 

i • 

from Memphis State University in 1968. However, the tapes 
proved to be Inaudible. 

Newsum then proceeded to display handwritten notes 

which he had made of the events transpiting between 

# • 

April 3, 1968, and April 14, 1968. These notes were 
written by Newsum not later than April 14, 1968, and are 

as follows: 



On Wed. morning April 3rd I talked to N. E. Wal- 
lace at #2 eng. house, I was told by him the 
Police Officers E. E. Redditt and W. B. Richman 
were there & they had the door leading out the 
rear of the locker room cover with paper with 
holes in it to able them to look out on the 
Lorraine Motel. One of them was on top of a 

locker with Binoculars. • 

At 10:PM Wed. Wallace was told to leave the 02 

Eng. house & go to the #31 Eng. house at. the 
Airport. At 11:30 PM April 3rd I was told by 
Lt. J. Smith of the Fire Dept, by phone Not to 
report to the #2 Eng. House on April 4th but to 
report to #31 which is at 4200 block Overton 
Crossing. To be sure that Redditt was at the 
#2 Eng. House I had someone call 4 ask to speak 
to him/he was there. That same evening Dr. King 
was killed. I ask why I was moved but no one 
would tell me. I asked Lt. J. Smith First 4 
then Capt. Warlow, 4 on to Dep. Chief J. 0. Bar- 
nett but until this time no one told me any 
reason. On April 4 I was due to report to my 
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regular Co. which la 5 Tr. Sea. at 474 So. Main 
at Butler, This Co. consist of 7 men & it can 
not operate with less than 5 men on this day 
we only had 5 men & I was included so we didn't 
have a man available for a detail. Plus the 
31*8 have been riding with 4 men & they did 
that day for the capt. was in and out at will. 

I was due to return to //31 April 6 for duty 
but I was so ful & confused I did not go, 

This Co. operated with 4 men the whole 24 
hrs. Day. I had to go & see the Dep. Chief, 
Chief Barnett asked me why I didn't show, I 
told him I didn't wake up. He said he 
didn't not believe me & he knew what I had 
on mv mine so why didn't I tell him about it. 

He said I told the Capt. at // 31 I was not 
coming to work, I told him I said I didn't 
want to come & I didn't want to. He checked 
my record & said do you realise this is the 
first time you have been late I said yes sir. 

He said well do you want it to come out of 
your check or do you want to work your off 
day, I said I will work my off day, I did 
This because my wife is off from work sick 
from the effect of Dr. Kings Death & she will 
not be paid. I returned to work April 8th 
the Co. had 4 men & I made 5 on April 9th 
I work at the #28 eng. house & on the 10th I 
returned to #31 this made a 72 hr. stretch. 



Hen on Co. #31 

Capt. R. T. Wade 
Lt. W. A. Burrell 
Dr. A. L. Myers 
Lt . W. J . Morris 
Pvt. J...A. McGrav 
Pvt. J. H. Mullins 



Day off 
Fri. 
t ue . 

Vac .Wed . 
mon • 

Sat • 

Thur 



On April 10th the Co. had 6 men including me. 

W. J. Morris was detailed to the // 11 tr. which • 
make me wonder even more why I was moved. For 
the Co. that I am assigned to 5 Tr. only had 4 
men & had to have a man detailed to it. On 
April 12th the Co. had 5 men including me one 
vab sent insp. J. H. Mullins. 



On April 14th the Co. had 6 men including me 
Two was detailed one to 35's Pumper & one 11 tr. 
v J. H. McGrav. Joe Mullins. , 
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Newsum stated that the firemen were araed after the 
start of the sanitation worker's strike. He said that 
police officers Willie Richmond and Edward Redditt were 
st the fire station observing Dr. King and supporters of 
the strike at the Lorraine Motel. Redditt told him that 
they were there for Dr. King's protection and he asked 
him why they were hiding in the fire station. 

Newsum said he was a supporter of the sanitation 
workers and attended their rallies. He attended a rally 
on the night of April 3, 1968, which was his off day. 

When he returned home that night a note was there from 
Lt. Smith requesting Newsum to contact him regardless of 
the time. Newsum said he called and was ordered to report 
for duty on April 4, 1968, at the Engine Company No. 31 
Instead of fire station No. 2, his regular post of duty. 
Newsum stated that his attendance at the rally might 
r t ave precipitated his transfer, but no one to this date 
had told him why he was transferred. 'Newsum said his 
detail caused his company to be short and caused the 
company at station No. 31 to be over strength. He further 

4 

stated that at one time Lt. Barnett told him he was 

transferred at the request of the police department. 

% 

Newsum stated that he resigned from the fire depart- 
ment on April 18, 1968, because he had not made any 
progress in the department after 12 years and 8 months 

because he had been detailed without any explanation. 
However, he reapplied to the fire department in 1970 hnd 
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finally returned to the fire department on July 23, 1973 
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INTERVIEW OF J. S. PEELMAN 



Mr. J. S. Peelman was interviewed at his 
office on December 21, 1976 by James R. Kieckhefer. 

Mr. Peelman is presently Section Chief of the Civil 
Rights Section,’ General Investigation Division of the 
FBI. In 1968, Peelman was a supervisor in the Name 
Check Section of the same Division. 

Peelman explained that the Name Check Section 
is a service section and not related to the Civil Rights 
Section. The function of the Name Check Section is 
generally to assist various federal agencies by reviewing 
Bureau files on named individuals on matters such as 
arrest records or involvement in subversive organizations. 
Whenever a substantive case is being handled by the FBI, 

* * t 

the responsible section of the Bureau conducts its own 

name check on individuals. He stated this was the case 

• # 

in the King investigation and his section did not therefore 
assist in the investigation. ' 
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was interviewed at his office on December 
21 , 1976 , by James R. Kieckhefer and Joseph F. Gross, Jr . 
was a Supervisor in the Communist Party United^ of the Internal 
Security Section, Domestic Intelligence Division, starting in the 
eummer of 1961 ar.d became Unit Chief in I96&. He is presently 
employed by the FI . was coopertive and had a good 

recollection of his dealings with the intelligence investigation of 
Dr, King. 



advised that in 1963 the Communist Party Unit was 
headed by Unit ChvV-f and, in addition to himself, there 

were two other Supervisors, and With 

regard to the duties of the supervisors in his unit. stated 

that assignments were designated by subject matter and also by 
geographical location. The Section Chief of the Internal Security 
Section at this time was Fred J. Baumgardner and his #1 man was Dick 
Corman. The Domestic Intelligence Division then had as Assistant 
Director William C. Sullivan and as his $1 man, Joseph Sizoo. 



was questioned In some detail on the events from August, 
1963, until December of that year with respect to the initiation of 
technical surveillance and COHJTELPRO activities against Dr. King. 

He related that in August, 1963, his unit assisted in the preparation 
of an analysis (the 8/23/63 analysis) of communist infiltration In 
the Negro population. also advised that he had prepared a 

synopsis for the analysis, but Mr. Sullivan later rewrote the synopsis 
which was forwarded to the Director noted that Sullivan had 

previously been Chief Inspector of the Central Research Section of the 
Division, and had assisted in the preparation of some of the 
Director's publications on communism. 



Following review of this analysis, stated that the 

Director returned for a period of time every piece of work from the 
Division on King or the Communist Party with cryptic remarks, 
advised "there was considerable traffic of this nature at this time." 

further stated that a separate record was kept of the "blue 
Ink" (Hoover's remarks), but he believed this record was no longer 
available. It is opinion that both the Director and 

Assistant Director Sullivan believed that there was communist influence 
on Dr. Ki:. u 



He doubts very much whether the time and 
manpower would have been spent if they had thought otherwise. 



* 

to 





* »* I . V# % * .• 


















Several weeks later, remarked, the first monograph 

on King was written. It was prepared by Charles D. Brennan, then 
Assistant Chiel of the Central Research Section (Brennan later 
became #1 man to Baumgardner ) recalled that Baumgardner 

brought the Brennan draft to his unit in order to have each fact 
authenticated. later, 3aumgardner directed another check of the 
monograph to insure that the Bureau could substantiate this report on 
King and his assoi cates. 

then explained the supervision of the King file. He 
stated that the Internal Security Section was responsible for super- 
vision of groups or organizations while the Subversive Contral Section 
monitored individuals. Initially, a Supervisor in the 

Subversive Control Section had responsibility for the King file, but 
Baumgardner wanted the King matter under control of the Internal 
Security Section. For a period of time there was dual responsibility 
between the two sections but later the case was handled solely by the 
Internal Security Section. 

said that he was on leave when the meeting with agents 
from Atlanta took place concerning the use of COHITEIiFRO against 
Dr. King at the SOG. said he did not know why COEFTELFRO 

was started against King. He further stated he was told, after the 
decision had been made, about misur coverage of King and his associates 
at the Willard Hotel in January, 1964. He added that this was 
unusual since the Supervisor of a subject matter was held responsible 
for being aware of such activities, and was supposed to be able to 
render an accurate status report on a case at any given time. 

said that the Director wanted to be kept advised of 
King, and that the Director probably approved every COETTELPRO 
activity against him. Since the Director was personally Involved in 
the handling of this intelligence case, the importance of it could not 
be over emphasized. It was a ,f hot potato. " remarked that he 

may have initiated some recommendations under COEITELPRO, but only if 
a previous type of a similar nature had been approved such as blocking 
an honorary degree to be given King. 

stated that he received directives from Sullivan, Sizoo 
and Baumgardner. Baumgardner told him that he was to be advised of 
all activity in this case. Yet he would at times receive an immediate 
order from Assistant Director Sullivan and then be pressed to decide 
whether he should first carry out the order or first advise his 








Section Chief. 

did not add anything to his previous written statement 
on the letter found in the "Sullivan papers . " 
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Interview of Jerry Ray, Twin Orchards County Club, Long Grove, 111. 

(312) 63I+-38OO 



Attorneys FCieckhefer and White interviewed Jerry Ray in Lake 
Zurich, Illinois on December 20, 1976. 

Mr. Ray admitted that he had lied to the FBI In 1968 when he 
stated that he had not seen James Ray after his escape from MSP. Re 
now states that he saw James possibly three times at the Cypress Inn 
in Northbrook, Illinois during the period when James was working at 
the Indian Trails Restaurant in Winnetka, Illinois. James Ray never 
related how he managed to effect his escape from MSP. Jerry was aware 
that his brother, John, had visited James in prison the day before the 
escape but was unaware of any assistance which John may have provided. 

Jerry claims not to have known about the escape in advance. 

•* 

According to Jerry the George McMillan account of the meeting 
between John, Jerry and James in which money was given to James and 
the assassination discussed is totally false. The three brothers 
never met together after the escape and Jerry never gave James any 
money except for a very small amount while James was in prison. 

James was nearly broke when Jerry saw him in Northbrook at the Cypress 
Inn. Howevei; it was clear that James had more money after he 
returned from Canada in the summer of 1967. 

James never told Jerry that he was leaving the Indian Trails 
where he was working in order to travel to Canada. Jerry claims to 
the best of his knowledge never to have called James at the restaurant 
nor to have received James' last paycheck from the restaurant in the 
mail. In August when James returned to the United States they met on 
one occasion. James stated he was going to establish himself in 
Alabama. It was clear that he had more money at that time. Re gave 
Jerry his car and said he was going to get a better one in Alabama. 

Jerry doesn't know why James went to Alabama. 

♦ 

Jerry stated that he never went to Alabama until two years after 
the assassination in 1970- After James went to Canada, Jerry only 
talked to James on one occasion until after the assassination. James 
called Jerry around Christmas 19o7 • Jerry thinks James was in Texas 
at the time and just wanted to engage in small talk. Jerry was never 
aware that James was in California until after the assassination. 












James never mentioned the names of Dr. King or George Wallace 
to Jerry. James told Jerry after his apprehension that there had 
been a conspiracy to kill Dr. King but he never spoke of his role, 
if any , in such a conspiracy. 



James never spoke about any interest which' he had in photography. 

Jerry is not aware of any drug dealing by James while he was in prison 
or after he escaped. 

Jerry associated with the following people while In St. Louis: 
Rhonda (Duncan) Gibscpn, Stoney Nelson, Jim Rogers. 

The sister of Jerry & James, Carol Pepper, had two or three 
bank accounts in St. Louis during the pertinent time period. One 
account was at the Bohemian Savings and Loan Association. She 
presently resides at 523 Franru Lane, Lemay, Missouri. 

The story given to George McMillan concerning James Ray and the 
Nazi Party connection was untrue. Jerry also knows nothing about 
James Ray being a Bible student in prison. 

Jerry visited James in Brushy Mount prison after the assassination. 
Jen y was staying in the Holiday Inn at Harrison, Tennessee when James 
tried to escape. Jerry knew nothing of the escape attempt in advance. 
Jerry talked to the warden and tried to visit James after the escape 
attempt but was unsuccessful. 

Harry Jones Is a reporter for the "Kansas City Star." There Is 
a person whom Jones assisted in getting a parole from MSP who now 
works for Jones. This person supposedly has knowledge concerning 
Ray's escape from MSP. 



♦ 
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Jerry has never heard of Ray Russell ‘or Cooley’s organization. 
There is someone named Gilbert Cameron who served time with James at 
MSP. Cameron is now at a prison in Ashville, North Carolina. 
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Memorandum of Re interview of Edward E . Redditt 



On September 28 , 1976 , I telephoned Edward E. Pedditt 
at his place of employment . and asked him whether 

he knew anything about the detail of firemen Norvell Wallace 
ard Floyd Newsum trom fire station no. 2. Redditt stated that 
he had no personal knowledge of the det a ils. Moreover, he did 
not request that they be detailed because of the surveillance 
detail at the fire station nor does he have knowledge of any 
other police officer making such a request. 




%_ 

Addendum: Pedditt also stated that the author of the book: 

"An Airerican Death" gave a pretty accurate account 
of his activities on the surveillance detail at the 
fire station. 
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Memorandum of Interview of Edward E. Redditt, formerly 
of the Menphis Police Department, now of the Office of 
Ccmnunity Development, Memphis, Tennessee, on July 8, 

1976 

The interview of former officer Redditt was conducted by 
Messrs* Walker and Folscm of the task force. He was questioned 
primarily about why he was at fire station No. 2 on April 3 4 

Redditt said he ted been working in the Intelligence Unit 
of the M.P.D. since the start of the strike. He had been reassigned 
frcm the Cormunity Relations Division. Redditt described his duty 

as guarding Dr. King every time King was in Memphis. 

On April 3 the King delegation told Redditt and others frcm 
the police that they did not want a protective detail. Nevertheless 
tte police went to the airport to meet King using a "cruiser” (i.e. 
an urmarked car) and escorted him to the Lorraine Motel. There the 
King party insisted the police leave. They did not want a guard with 
Dr. King. The assigned police went back to the perimeter, the edge of 
the motel grounds. After more protests, the police were moved out of 
sight which meant the firehouse. Redditt and Richmond were assigned 

to the firehouse. 

On April 4 at about 5:00 p.m. Redditt was ordered by his 
oonroanding officer to report to the police station. There Redditt 
was told, in the presence of a representative frcm Senator Eastland's 
office, that word had been received that a contract had been put out 
on him, Redditt. Redditt was first ordered to go with his family 
to a motel in Mississippi. He objected he ted a sick mother-in-law 
who could not be moved; he was then directed to go home *nd stay 

. 

A 



• • 

there. Sitting in the squad car in front of his home, he heard 
the news of King's assassination at about 6:05. 

Redditt recalled that while he was still at the fire station 

he saw eight or nine members of the "Invaders" leave sudde n ly 

•* * 

in a group at about 4:15 p.m. He doesn't knew why. 

King's delegation consisted of Rev. Kyles, Rev. Lawson 

•- 

and others locally. Rev. Abernathy, Jesse Jackson and Rev. Bevel 
were not there. 

At the conclusion of the interview, Redditt volunteered that 
he didn't believe Ray pulled the trigger or had anything to do with 

# I 

it. He said he thought the one-time firearms instructor for the police 
department, a Capt. Clark, a martinet and a hater of Negroes, could 
have dene it. . Capt. Clark sort of dropped out of sight just after 

the King assassination. That's all he knw. 

Thereafter, Redditt, Mr. Walker and Mr. Poison went to the 
office of the clerk of the Shelby County Criminal Court, and after 
getting a court order to supplenent the order of July 7 which covered 
only Walker and Folsan, viewed a photograph taken April 4 at the 

entrance of Canipe's Amusanent Co., 424 So. Main St., Manphis, Tennessee. 

* .% 

Mr. Redditt said the officer in the picture was Louis McKay. 
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I Memorandum of Interview With Police 

Bui 1 H ? r W “ lle B ’ Rlchm °nd; Federal 
Building, Memphis, Tennessee, 

I July 7 . 1976 | 

| Police Officer Willie B. Richmond of th e Me.phl. 

Police Department was interviewed by tea. .member, Fol.o. 

| end Walker on dm, ,, 1976 . office Rlclm( ,„ d . uh<| ^ ^ 

e member of the robbery .quad of the KPD, .tated that 

■4 whpn rho a J > m. j 



when the sanitation workers strike began in February of 
1968, he was assigned- to plainclothes duty for purposes 
of observing the activities of the striking workers. On 
April 4. 1968, the day Dr. King was shot, Officer Richmond 
said that he was asked to report to Fire Station No. 2 
to relieve Officer Edward E. Redditt whose life had been 
threatened. Officer Richmond said that he arrived at the 
fire station between 1:30 and 2:00 P.M. and Officer 
Redditt had already gone home. 

At approximately 6:00 P.M. Officer Richmond said he 

W,S gettin « read y ^ call headquarters to report that 
everything was quiet when he heard a shot and someone 

•*id that Dr. King had been shot. Officer Richmond then 
went to the observation post in the fire station (rear 
window) and saw Dr. King lying on the balcony of the 

rraine Motel. He then called headquarters and reported 
Dr. King had been shot. Headquarters told Officer 
Richmond to report to the Homicide squad and Officer 
Richmond immediately left the fire station in his private 
automobile. The automobile was parked on the Butler Street 
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iide of the fire station; and Officer Richmond proceeded 

north on South Main Street to Police Headquarters where 

he made a report of the shooting. Officer Richmond said 

• • 
that there was traffic on Main Street when Jie left the 

fire station, but he did not see any of the officers on 

Main Street. Officer Richmond estimated that approxi- 

mately two minutes elapsed from the time he heard the 

iliot to the time he left the fire station. 
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Memorandum for the File 



On September 1J, 197 6, I attempted to talk to Attorney 
General Hugh Stanton, Jr., State of Tennessee, by phone 
regarding the MPD report concerning the threat on the life of former 
police officer Edward Redditt. Mr. Stanton was busy and I was 
transferred to Assistant Attorney General Jim Allen. Mr. Allen 
referred me to Chief Criminal Investigator John Carlisle 
as the individual most familar with the file. 

However, Mr. Carlisle said he would not touch the file 
unless he had a direct order from the Attorney General. In the 
meantime the Attorney General left the office for the day. 

Mr. Allen agreed to personally take the matter up with the 
Attorney General on Monday, September 20, 1976, and said either 
he or Mr. Carlisle would call, me at that time. 





.//Osd&t) 



F. WALKER 

, Department of Justice 
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hatcarandum of Re interview of Police Officer 

Willie B. Richmond 
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On September 28 , 1976, I telephoned police officer 
Willie B. Richmond of the Memphis Police Departrnent 

and inquired whether he had any knowledge of the detail 
of firemen Norvell to 1 lace and Floyd Newsum from fire station 
no, 2 on April 3rd and ‘4th of 1968. 

Richmond stated that he did not know until recently 
that these individuals had been detailed. He said he had 
seen them at the fire station during the surveillance operation, 
but thought they nay have been off duty or working another 
shift during the time in question. Richmond stated that he 
neither requested that Wallace and Newsun be detailed nor does 
he have knowledge of any one else in the police department 
having requested their detail. 
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Memorandum of Interview of Arthur J . Rival to 



On September 27, 1976 , I telephoned Arthur J. Rival to, 
farmer assistant chief, f tan phis Fire Department reqardinq the 
<V>tni i of firemen tiorvell Wallace and Floyd tdowsun on April 3rd 
and 4th 196C. 



Rivalto stated that the fire department shifted people 
arourd all the time when a company became unuerstrength because 
of sickness, etc. Moreover, he does not recall the particulars 
of the detail of Wallace or Newsum nor does he know who ordered 
the detail. 










F. WALKER 

y. Department of Justice 
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Memorandum of Interview of W.E. Routt 

, . - - ----- A -- - ■ 1 ' 



On September 17, 1976, I telephoned W.E. Routt, former 
Assistant Chief, Memphis Police Department 

After identifying myself and stating my purpose, 

X requested any information which he might have relating to a 
threat made on the life of police officer Edward Reddltt on \ 
April 4, 1968. , ' 

Mr. Routt stated that dm t time he was the night 

chief in charge of all operations. the 4th of April 1968 he 

came on duty about 4:00pm. While he has heard about the threat 
on officer Redditt's life, he did not participate in any of the 
discussions and does not know the source of the information. 
However, he said a report should have been made in the police 
department when the information was received. Mr. Routt said 
that he did not play any part in the assassination investigation; 
and that his primary role, as night chief at that time, was 
taking care of the disturbances that followed. 




7^ tiJoJRzfci 



F. WALKER 
ttorney. Department of Justice 
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Menorandon of Interview of Jack Smith 



On September 27, 1976, I telephoned Jack Smith 
forner lieutenant in the Merrphis Fire 
Department, who is now retired and living in Mississippi^ 

Mr. Smith confirmed that he was Floyd Newsum' s contnanding 
officer on April J, 1968, and that he ordered him to report 
for duty on the 4th of April at fire station no. 31 instead 

of fire station no, 2. 

• 

Mr. Smith stated that he does not know why the 
detail was made, as he was only following orders. Sane time 
between 3:00pn and 5:00pn, he said he received a call from 
either Captain James T. Baity or Chief Arthur T. Rivalto in t 
fire department personnel office and was specifically 
requested to detail Nwsum to No. 31. Smith said he 
immediately called Newsum , but he was not in. rherefore, he 
left a nessage to call the station as soon as he returned. 

No reason for the detail was given and Smith stated that he 
has not learned of a reason since the detail was made. 















Memorandum of Interview of Craydon P. Tines 
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On September 20, 1976, I telephoned Graydon P. Tines, 
former Inspector, Memphis Police, and requested information 
regarding the source of. the report of the threat on Edward Redditt's 
life on April k, 1968. Mr. Tines said he knew the report came 
from out of town, but he does not know where it 'came from. He 
suggested that Capt. J.G. Ray or Lt.'Arkin who were working in 
the Intelligence Division at the time should know. Mr. Tines 
also mentioned that Lt. Arkin put together a voluminous report 
covering the sanitation workers strike, the invaders and the 
events leading up to the assassination. He believes this report 
would be in the State AG's office as well as in the MPD. 




LOdJfeti. 



!S F. WALKER 
attorney, Department of Justice 
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Memorandum for the File 



On September 23 , 1976, I telephoned Attorney General 
Hugh Stanton, Jr., S* ' ^ of Tennessee . , and 

requested copies of v in Memphis Police Department 
records which are in the possession of his office. ■ 
Specifically, I requested copies of: (1) the Homicide 
Report relating to the assassination of Dr*. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.; and (2) the report relating to information 
given the Memphis Police by Philip Manuel regarding a 
/ threat on the life of police officer Edward E. Redditt. 

Mr. Stanton inquired whether I had subpoena power 
as he was reluctant to release any documents from the 
records in question. I informed Mr. Stanton that at this 
point we were attempting to secure information on a 
cooperative basis. Mr. Stanton said he was not saying 
that he would not give us copies in the absence of a 
subpoena. Fie then suggested that we make a formal request 
in writing for the records. Wlien he receives the formal 
request, he will discuss the matter with the Memphis Chief 
of Police, since the records are actually theirs. He will 
then advise us accordingly. 
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Memorandum of Interview With Norvell 
E. Wallace; Federal Building, Memphis, 

Tennessee, July 8, 1976, 

• 

Norvell E. Wallace, a lieutenant in the Memphis, Tenn. 
Fire Department, was interviewed by team members Folsom 

and Walker on July 8, *19' , 4 

Wallace stated that * April 4, 1968, he had been 

stationed at Fire Station No located at S. Main and 

E. Butter Streets, for about two years. On April 3, 1968, 
his shift was from 7:00 A.M. until 7:00 A.M. the next day. 
However, at approximately 10:00 or 10:30 on the night of 
the 3rd, his captain told him that a call had come in 
requesting that a man be detailed to fire station No. 33, 
located near the airport. Wallace said that he normally 
went to bed about 11:00 P.M. and that it was raining that 
night, but he was sent to Station 33 immediately after the 
call was received and was detailed there for approximately 
three months. 

Wallace stated that he does not know why he was 
transferred, but he explained the order had to come from 
the deputy chief or chief. While Wallace does not know' 
vhather.fi don No. 33 was under-staffed as a whole, 

he does know that there was no shortage of personnel for 
the pump truck on which he worked. He said the hose size 

on the pump truck at Station No. 33 required only four men 

♦ 

for the truck and they already had the four men there. 
Nevertheless , during the detail, Wallace rede the pump 



truck as an extra fifth man. 

Wallace stated that during tho sanitation strike 

there were numerous trash fires* At one time he heard 

that he was transferred to Station 33 because. of 

threats on his life. However, h* recall only one 

incident which could be considered a threat. This occurred 

at the scene of a trash fire when Wallace, the only 

black with the firemen responding to the fire, heard a 

black woman say: "Wait til dark* ** will get you.” 

Wallace stated that police cars regularly gas 

up at the fire stations, and that curing the sanitation 

strike the Tactical Units were in ard out of the fire 

station at various times. He reoai-ed that both 

Willie Richmond and Edward Reddif* vere undercover police 
.* • 
officers who observed Dr. King and strike supporters 

at the Lorraine Motel from a look-o*t post in the rear of 

the fire station. Wallace said ** individual with the 

King party known as "baby Jeiu**’ *** being watched very 

carefully. However, Wallace that he did not 

f 

• overhear any discussions by the *^ciical Unit members and 
did not know whether any FBI were among the 

observers . 

« 

Wallace volunteered that he Nut been a supporter of 
the sanitation worker's strike attended some of 

their rallies. However, he da'i. was not discussed 

^ at the fire station as his supr^- 444 primarily financial. 



Memorandum of Telephone Interview of Neve: 



Zachary 



9 

On the night of September 15, 1976, at approximately 8:20pm, 
the undersigned telephoned Mr. Nevelyn E. Zachary, former Inspector 
of the Memphis Police Department's Homicide Squad, at his home 
' ’ ' * _ . 

I identified myself as a Department of Justice Attorney assigned to 
Le Mtorl, SLonl's Task force Investigate the FBI’S Invest Eatroh 
of the assassination of- Dr. Martin Luther King ,, Jr ., and stated tha 
wanted to ask him some quesi -bout the part he playe in e 

invest!, ion. Mr. Zachary * he would be happy to cooperate 

with me and related the follv formation. 

On the afternoon of April 4, 1968, at approximately 6:00pm, 
he was in his office when a call came in reporting that a shoo .ing 
had occurred at the Lorraine Hotel and possibly involved Dr. King. 

He immediately left the office and went to the Lorraine Hotel, 
arriving there atitoout 6:15pm. Whaihe arrived. Dr. King had already 
been taken to the Hospital and there was a lot of confusion in the 
hotel courtyard. Some of the people in the courtyard claimed h 
police had shot Dr. King; others were discussing where the shot 

had come from. 

Shortly thereafter, a deputy sheriff advised him..that a 
bundle containing a rifle had been discovered on N. Main Street m 
front of Canipe's Amusement Co. Mr. Zachary then went to N. Main 
Street, arriving there at about 6:3Qpm. He said the un e 
wrapped in a blanket and contained the rifle and a lot of person 
items. He does not know which officer discovered the bundle; 
however, after the name "Ghormley" was mentioned by me, he said 
he thought he was the one, but he could be wrong. A lot of otficero 
were standing around the bundle when he arrived on the scene. 

Mr. Zachary said he had the bundle placed in his car which was guarded 
by an officer until he returned to his office. 

Mr. Zachary stated that the bundle, except for a tee shirt 
and pair of shorts, was turned over to the FBI at about 9:30 or 
10:00pm. The tee shirt and shorts were retained because they thought 
the items contained a local laundry mark. During the night and the 
next dav local laundries where checked with negative results. e 
sSt anfshorts were then turned over to the FBI. Mr Zachary 
sSd there was a very close working relationship with the FBI during 
the investigation and that the local police made the 
checks most of the Memphis motel checks and were paired up with 
agents in other aspects of the local investigation. 



v 



- 2 - 






Mr. Zachary stated that he did not have any first hand 
knowledge of the nolice surveillance post in fire station no. 2, 
or the activities of police informers since he was in homicide 
and came into the ca:je only after the shooting. 

Although stating that nothing is impossible Mr. Zachary 
hp believed that James Earl Ray acted alone, killing Dr. Kirn 
for ole of gaining rec itiion and fam^. He further believes 

illluriCL . d bincelf by puning robberies in Canada and elsewhere. 

He went on to say that he believes he saw Ray sitting in the audience 

Ja the film of Dr. King making his "I’ve been to the Zachary 
speech at the Mason Temple on the night of April 3 > 9 • * 

1 "if it were not Ray, it was a 'dead ringer' for him. He 

speculated that Ray probably went to Mason Temple and tried to join^ 
up with the SCLC for the purpose of getting lost in the civi ^ 

movement, since he was on the run. He further ^ 

group did not accept Ray and this could have caused him to kill Dr. M.ng, 

The interview was concluded at 9:00pm. 




F. WALKER 



torney, DepcLr'tiiierrfc ol Justice 
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Memorandum of Interview of John T. Buchanan 



On October 15, 1976, I telephoned Lt. John T. Buchanon 
of the Memphis Fire Department regarding the 

of firemen Norvell Wallace and Floyd *Newsum prior to 
the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr, Buchanon stated 
that he did not have any personal knowledge of the transfers. 
Furthermore, he said he was only a lieutenant at the time and 

the order detailing the men would have had to cane from someone 
higher in rank than he. 

♦ i 

I requested copies of the Strength Report - Firefighting and 
the log book entries reflecting the details. Buchanon then put 
Asst. Chief James T. Boatwright on the phone. Boatwright said 

he would search for the records and make copies available to me 
in Memphis (FD Admin. Office: Front and rinion^ 







F. WALKER 
Attorney, Department of Justice 
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rnm ^September 21, 1976, I telephoned Phil M. Canale * 
former Attorney General, State of Tenn., and 

Sy S c«™ “ b ° Ut ^ Pl ™ “'eetlatioas' 1«' the James Si 

i Ca ! mle 3tated that he never met personally with Rav 
plea bargaining was suggested to Percy Foreman (who ' 

at th * time) by ** Stan?on,X" who was the 
Public Defender. Foreman did not believe a plea woSd Te 

f D " a T e ° f SUCh ^oriety. Canale said Sat it 
th _ P ° liay t0 acce P* a plea of guilty in a murder case if 

^ d “ ^ 

the stljSXJ S ePt 

that r sss s rsssss 

SELVES t0 ’r « 

Hay did sot .want any politics connected with the plea! 

p n , . C ^ na l e stated that he would never unequivocallv sav that 
S S 2 d ^ e * H T Ver ’ he Said he was ^tisfied tLSLy 

that Rajr v»; l„^ived"i“a co£pi?“?: there "* “ ° redil,le 










ttorney. Department of Justice 
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Menor-andum of Interview of Guy W. Canipe Jr 
«4 South Main Street, 7^1976 



Mr. Canipe, owner and operator of the Canipe Amusement 
Company, was interviewed at his place of business which was a part 
of the area of the crime scene. He met interviewing team members. 
Walker and Folsom on the sidewalk in front of his shop which he said 
was in the same condition as it was April 4, 1968. As we entered 
he pointed out the stairway between the building housing his shop 
and the building from which by all reliable accounts the shot was 
fixed. [This portion of the flophouse corplex was locked and 
not accessible for viewing. It has been visited, in June of 1976, 
by Review Task Force members, Kieckhefer, Gross and White.] 

In his shop, from which the street is visible through the 
three quarter length plate glass windows, Mr. Canipe said that on 
April 4, 1968 there were two customers in his store looking at the used 
juke box records contained in a honeyccmbe-like shelf covering the 
south wall of the front portion of the establishment. He did not 
hear the shot that killed King, but he did hear the thump of scathing 
dropped in the doorway of his shop and he had a glimpse of the man who 
dropped the package. After a few minutes he went to the door, saw the 
shotgun box and the barrel of what he thought was a shotgun. He 

looked out and saw a deputy sheriff (he guesses from the uniform) 

. .» 

with his revolver drawn and ducked back in. Then within minutes the 

♦ »• 

plaoe was crawling with police. When the police took the package 

and the box and rifle, he jokingly said if robody claimed the shotgun 
wanted it. 



•- ’1 -T” 7 -' * m ' w " ' V 1 ' 1 *-*." -re- > 



There was no unusual traffic at 6:00 p.m. April 4th 
on Main Street. He did not pay attention to the cars parked 






on the street or raneinber the white Mustang but the place where 

* 

the Mustang was sighted by other witnesses must have been occupied 
because when he arrived at his store at about 5:30 p.m. he had to 
park in the last place and remembers because he had to carry a 
large step ladder from his station wagon into the shop. He did 
not see any police cars when he arrived. 

Canipe pointed out where the rifle and bag wrapped in the 
bedspread were dropped against the short side (south) of the 
indented area into which the door to his shop is set. 

Mrs. Brewer was a decent sort or wonen according to Canipe. 
Mr. Brewer was a drunk. 










Memorandum for the File 












I telephoned John Carlisle, Chief Investigator, Attorney 
General's Office, State of Tennessee, . . on September 

20, 1976. Mr. Carlisle indicated the AG had given him the ok 
to give me the information which I previously requested. He 
further stated that he had found a report containing the 
information. He summarized the report as follows; 

• 1 f 

Police Officer Edward Redditt was assigned to the 
Community Relations Division until sometime in February, 1968 
vhen he was pulled off and put on a surveillance detail with 
respect to the sanitation workers. During February and March Redditt 
received several threats on his life. On April 3 > 1968, he was 
assigned to keep Dr. King under surveillance. He went to the 
International Airport, along with several other officers, to meet 
Dr. King. Dr. King and his aides did not request any security. 



While waiting at the airport a Mrs. Thomas Matthews, who 
was acting as chauffeur for Dr. King, pointed her finger at Redditt 
and said she was going to get him. later, Mrs. Matthews informed^ 
another police officer that they "did not desire a police escort. 
Mr. Carlisle said this quote came from Lt. Davis. 

Mr. Carlisle stated the report indicated that 
Mrs • Matthews was interviewed on April 11, 1968, at which time 
she confirmed the fact that Dr. King did not desire a police 
escort, but no mention was made of a threat on officer Redditt* s 

life. 



I informed Mr. Carlisle that the particular threat that 
I was concerned with was from an out-of-town source and resulted 
in Redditt being relieved from duty. Mr. Carlisle agreed to 
continue searching the records for this particular report and 
suggested that I call him on Wednesday, September 22, 1976. 




Attorney, Department of Justice 




r 






Memorandum of Interview of John Carlisle 







I telephoned John Carlisle, Chief Investigator, Attorney 
General* s Office, State of Tenn. , . on September 22, 

1976, with respect to information previously requested regarding 
a threat on the life of police officer Edward Redditt. Carlisle 
stated that he believed he had found the report and related the 
following information: 

On or about April 3> 1968* Riilip R. Manuel, of the U.S. 
Senate Investigating Committee for Senator McClellan, was in the 
Memphis Police Department (MPD) when he received a message to 
call his office in Washington, He called his office and was 
advised that a reliable informant of theirs in Mississippi had 
called them and advised of a plan that the Mississippi Freedom 
Democratic Party had made to kill the Negro lieutenant in Memphis. 
Hiis information was immediately given to the MPD by Manuel. 
Manuel also advised the MPD that he could not get any specific 
details because Jack Dross, his associate, had left the office. 
However, Manuel told the MPD that he was returning to Washington 
on a 5:50p.m. flight that day and would call them the next day. 

Bie next day Manuel telephoned the MPD and advised them 
the Negro lieutenant referred to in the threat was in Knoxville 
rather than in Memphis. 

Carlisle said Redditt was a detective at the time, but 
was In the "thick of things." He surmises that the MPD put 
two and two together and figured the information related to 
Redditt because of previous threats on his life. 

Carlisle stated that he could not send me a copy of the 
report unless he was authorized to do so by AG Hugh Stanton. 

Other relevant reports of the MPD which he has in his office 
include a 50 to 75 page homicide report and reports relating 
to the sanitation workers strike and the Invaders. 
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temorandum of Inte rview of Memphis Police Chief W.O. Crumb 



| On September 17, 1976, I telephoned Chief W.O. Crumby, MPD, 

. . . and asked him if he would have a member 

of his staff check their records and advise me of the source of 

I R»tJ?f? rin ^ 0ri reiatin g to the threat made on officer Edward 

I Redditt 's life on April 4 , 1968. 

; n- Chief Crumby stated that all reports reiating to 

I S assass;Lna tion were sent to the Attorney General's 

office (btate oi’ Tenn. ) after Ray was arrested. When asked why 
, r" e report concerning the threat on Redditt was included. Chief 

l s t id: because Redditt was detailed to provide security 

for Dr. King. Chief Crumby mentioned that Redditt and someone 
else had recently requested the same information. 



F/ WALKER 

Attorney, Department of Justice 
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Memorandum of Interview With Former 
Patrolman Vernon V. Dollahite of the 
Shelby County Sheriff's Department: 
Federal Building, Memphis, Tennessee, 
July 6, 1976 



Former Patrolman Vernon V. Dollahite, Shelby County 

*' • 

Sheri ft's Department, was interviewed by team members 
Folsom and Walker on July 6, 1976. Former Patrolman 
Dollahite, who is ,nov an officer with Metro Helicopters, 
stated that on April 4, 1968, he was working as a member 
Of Tactical Unit No. 10, under the command of Lt. Judson 
Ghormley. The "Tact" Unit, consisting of three squad 
cars and 12 men, arrived at Fire Station No. 2, located 
at S. Main and E. Butler Streets, shortly before 6:00 P.M. 
Dollahite said the purpose of going to the fire station 

was to take a break and possibly to get gas for the squad 

«« » 

>• 

cars . 

Dollahite stated that around 6:00 P.M., while he was 
getting a cup of coffee in the kitchen area of the fire 
station, he heard a shot and then heard men in the fibre 
station yell that Dr. King had been shot. Dollahite 
said he immediately ran out the north side entrance of the 
fire station, ran east toward the Lorraine Motel, climbed 

a 

down the retaining wall at the rear of the fire station, and 

• t 

continued across Mulberry Street into the driveway of the 
Lorraine Motel. Upon entering the driveway Dollahite 
dropped his service revolver and stopped momentarily to 
retrieve lt. He then proceeded to the area in the parking 





■ 

lot beneath the balcony where Dr. King's body lay and saw 
the people gathered there pointing to the rear of a group 
of buildings on the west side of Mulberry Street. 

Dollahi te stated that he then ran out.of the Lorraine 
Motel parking lot and turned north on Mulberry Street. He 
observed the roof tops in back of buildings on Mulberry 

best he could, but did not see anyone. Dollahite 
was Joined on Mulberry Street by an officer named Maley and 
they continued running north to Huling and west on Huling 
toward South Main Street. Officer Maley stopped to check 
out a driveway on Huling, but Dollahite continued running 
to South Main and turned south. Dollahite said he got a 
glimpse of an individual (later identified as Guy W. 

Canipc ) who stepped out of a doorway on Main Street and 
quickly went back inside the building. Dollahite continued 
running until he came to Jim's Grill where he stepped inside 
briefly and told the customers to remain in the restaurant 
until the police had arrived. Dollahite then continued 



running south on Main Street with his service revolver 
drawn. As he passed Canipe's Amusement Co. he saw a suit 
case and rifle wrapped in a blanket lying in the doorway 
■nd saw Guy W. Canipe and two black men inside the store, but 
he continued running to the corner of the building (about 
30 feet) to see if he could observe anyone. After seeing 
m group of officers running north on Main, Dollahite said 
he told a black officer to stand guard over the articles 



wrapped in the blanket. 



Dollahl t e estimated that it took approximately one 
minute and 50 seconds from the time he heard the shot 
until the time he arrived at the corner of South Main 
and Huling. At that time he did not see anyone on the 

m 

street, nor did he see* a car leave the aref at a high 
rate of speed. 
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Memorandum of Interview of Judge Robert K. Dvyer, 

“ Memphis, Tennessee, July 6, 1976 

T 

JUdge Dwyer , formerly Assistant Attorney General of Shelby 

County (1968-1969) , was interviewed by team mmbers Walker and Folsom 

* * « 

m 

in the judge's chambers. After he had expressed some annoyance at the 

/ # 

persistence of questions raised by the James Earl Ray case for eight 

* 

years , the Judge consented to be interrogated. 

Judge Dwyer was advised that our inquiry was concerned with the 

\ 

role of the F.B.I. before and after the assassination of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., that we felt some of the answers might lie in the 

Attorney General's offices dealings with counsel and with Ray. Dwyer 

» 

was at pains to explain that the prosecutors had nothing to do with 
cases until the police investigated them and submitted evidence sufficient to 
go to the grand jury. He said he was only concerned in the Ray case 
to put together the evidence to secure a conviction. He had refused to 
give defense attorney Percy Forman the disclosure of the state's case 
that Forman sought and thereafter Forman had nothing to do with Dwyer. 

All his dealings for the plea were with Attorney General Canale. In all 

4 

4 

Dwyer had only casual conversations with either Arthur Hanes, Hanes' son 

»• 

or Foreran. 

s 

■ Dwyer assured us there had been no electronic surveillance to his 
knowledge. He said that the state backtracked all of the evidence 
secured by the F.B.I. and reinterviewed every witness they intended to 
call. 

When questioned about the possibility that Ray was in a conspiracy/ 

4 

Judge Dwyer repeated his statements about only attending to the case 
presented to the Attorney General's office by the police and covered 







t • 



by the grand jury's 
fairyland world and 
of anyone other than 



indictment. He said he did not live in a 

he never saw any legal evidence of the participation 
Ray in the killing of King. 



Because Judge Cfcyer was fully familiar with the evidence, he 
was asked why the rifle first purchased by Ray' was returned to the 
dealer in Birmingham. Dwyer replied that he was told by the F.B.I.'s 
laboratory expert that a preservative used on firearms was still in 
the breech of the first rifle and a shell could nat be seated. 

Juege &vyer said he was convinced the right man was convicted 
in the King murder. If we wanted more information about the plead 
bargaining we should talk to former Attorney General Canale and 
former Assistant Attorney General (new Judge) Beasley. He himself had 
been out of the office due to sickness; he would not have bargained 
as he wanted to try what he considered a very strong case. 
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Task Force Interview 
July 13, 1976 

Attorneys Gross, Kieckhefer and White 

0. Freeman, 

Clinical Psychologist • 

Beverly Hills, California 



Freeman, ClLi?Jl S pJy C hologist er j5iy t l 2^1976' °* 

^; n jfs rv ^„ ne A ! te ; r ad r s?ng ihat ^ ?iS sssr 4 

in his Beverly JiJis lift ™ ^sday, July 13, . 1976 

use an alias. 0nly tlme known to us did not 

0 

u. S; sts/e’xs.s: 

SSr^SSiX^S *■*- 
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Memorandum of Interview with Former Lt. Judson 
.• E. Ghormley of the Shelby County Sheriff's Department; 

Federal Office Building, Menphis f Tennessee July 7 , 1976 

9 

Former Lt. Judson Ghormley of the Shelby County Sheriff's 
Department was interviewed by team members Folsan and Walker on 'July 7, 
1976. Mr. Ghormley, now employed by the Publifc Defender's Office, 

Menphis, Tennessee, stated that in the early part of 1968 he was the 
ocnmanding officer of one of the city of Maxphis "Tactical Units." 

He said these "Tact* units were composed of officers from the city 
P 0 -*-^ 06 ' sheriff's department and state troopers and he thinks 

they were organized by the city when the sanitation workers began 

a 

their strike in February of 1968. The "Tact" unit would follow the 

striking workers inarches for the purpose of preventing any type of 

• • 

violence. 

. * * 

On April 4, 1968, Ghormley stated that he was in ocra n and of 

. . * 

* 

Tactical Unit 10. The unit consisting of three squad cars and 12 officers 
arrived at Fire station No. 2 , located at South Main Street at East 
Butler, shortly before 6:00 p.m. for the purpose of taking a break. The 
three cars parked at the north side of the entrance to the fire station 
so the fixe trucks would not be blocked if a fire should occur. Ghormley 1 s 
car was tiie lead car and was actually parked on the sidewalk with the 
front facing the street. The second car was directly behind him and the 
third car was doubled parked alongside these two cars . Ghormley believes 
anyone walking south on Main Street would undoubtedly have seen these 
scout cars and that this, no doubt, caused the individual to drop the 
bundle containing the rifle at Canipe's Amusement Co. 

\ Ghormley stated that after arrival at the fire station the men 

began making phone calls* to their hemes, or getting themselves coffee. 



t 

He was in the resh ^ 

est room when someone yelled that iti m u j L 
• and tv,.. • * tmt K 3 ** had been shot 

• *** fflcers ^an running to the outside 
t he dffi*, , outside. Ghomley said nbst of 

^ "" * <* “-“ce he fcd bem in t* rest rum 

^ ran out the fro* entrant ^ “ t ^ 

continued between the fire station d 60 ce °f the station, 

oaer the rear ** "" *«“■* »“*• *t. went 

i°i of the Lorraine Matel how *«* “d into the parking 

Matel. However, (am ^ ^ ^ M fap ^ 

“nming rail where he said he observed his n» r, • 
of the Lorraine Motel to the balm™ * 

He said „ ^ * Dr ‘ ^ l»<i been shot, 

sard he also observed people on the balcony ^ 

Street in a nor^-v, «*xwy pointing across Mulberry 

• 9 nort bwesterly direction and he saw one of his B 

the retainim wall m Ben scalin 9 

gio'P of buildings there. 

Ghomley stated he then rpt-r^ u- 

and .k • S St6pS ****** fire static, 

parking lot back to South Main Street and tnm«d 
he has a had k- , street and turned north. He said 

had hip and was not running, but was wait,- 
porth on Main Street to CaM **• *» 

which included a b™,i _ ' obsetved « bundle 

a Bmmrng rifle bo* with about a foot of _ 

d root of the barrel of a 

rifle exposed. Gtormley stated thah «_• el of a 

r cea that the owner of Canino'o * 

Mr Guv o no • ' . ampe s Amusgnent, 

«r. Guy h. carape, inferred his, that a white male h», /' „ 

.. . _ wxirre male had just drocoed 

,1^ *“»*«* Mx deor and had continued south on «,bi street 
^ uter Ghormley said Cad* told hire a *ite ^ „ie 
hsd left the cltm af a • • » 

J. 9 rate of s Pbbd. Ghomley said' he radioed this ' 

t “ n to his dispatcher and guarded the bundl f 

y oec tne bundle of articles until 

he was relieves hv r. A 

cirrevea dy a police captain. 



. It was pointed out to Ghormley that there appeared to be sane 
inconsistencies in his prior statenent and that it was difficult to 
reconcile his statements with those of patrolman Vernon Dollahite. It ‘ 
was explained that in his prior statement (FBI Interview of 4/16/68) 
he said that after hearing that King had been shot he went down 
East Butler Street to Mulberry Street and then to the area of the 
Lorraine Motel parking lot and then retraced his steps to South 
Main and continued north on Main Street to Canipe's Amusement. Ghormley 
insisted that that statenent is in error and that he did not go onto 
East Butler Street, but proceeded as he has described above. 

It was explained that Patrolman Vernon Dollahite had stated that 
he went over the retaining wall onto Mulberry Street and into the Lorraine 
Motel parking lot, continued north on Mulberry Street to Huling, then 
west on Huling to South Main and then south on South Main past Canipe's 
Anusenent Co. It was also explained that Patrolman Dollahite had stated 
that he was the first officer to reach the bundle of articles and that 
he had requested another officer to guard the articles. Ghormley said 
that he vould not dispute Dollahite but if he requested soneone to guard 
the articles, they were not there when he got there. 
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' Memorandum of Interview of Edward A. Hamilton 



Se P t ®*^ 27 '. 1976 ' 1 telephoned Edward A. Hamilton 
former Chief of the Memphis Fire Department, regarding the 

1Q “"^ Norvell Wallace and Floyd Newsum on April 3rd and 4th 
1368. Hamilton is new retired and is employed by Guardsmark. 

22 Sm Second, Memphis, > 

• • • • 

* 

Hamilton stated that he had no recollection of the 
“ a: ~ s Newsum or Wallace. He does not know why they were 
detailed unless it was for a fill in to bring a company up to 

strength. Moreover , he said these matters would not be brought 
to his attention. 




F. WALKER 
ttomey , Department of Justice 
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Ma.,, i i _ _ *•' — • w wuc nesuer, 

Kjnphls , Tennessee Field Office on June 23, 1976 



* we b "“ 
or unfavorable toward the Bureau but biases favorable 

raised by the review of the files W 

th.t ^ cate 6orlcalIy stated 

Ilhg tl his as^claSI - ?1 “ e * lth rea !»st to 

King's SCL C activity ^ !3 ?J *i the “Stream of 

a sound man by the name of ’ * Office did have 

unsophisticated and was used orimarily to do ^ ■ 

the FBI communication system.’ zo do Vernal checks on 

• • • 

the Mmjhis Police SSrtoUt iJIJT °° Bur «“ iavestlgatlon of 

«s„slSl<» « i «- “» 

inconceivable to Hestpr th-.t +>, Jr-,. need to do so * 1/1613 
He emphasized the irrational tty ^md f°£* d . hav * involved * 

having King killed in tS?T^ Tit rl ™° lved ^ tha Police 
discounted the significance of tt D j. 111 ttLL8 CODnect ion, he 
City fire and police officers fr™ sudden renaval of certain black 
Hester was not aware o „ n , r 1,^ 16 area P^or to the shooting. 

Officer Redditt tTseA roadblock plan devised by 

of a disturbance! „£*? FZt* the torrai * e ** case 

(Director of Fire and Police) tumi lnerviewe<1 because Holloman's 

seemed to place a good deal of * d red satlEfact °ry. Hester 

had been a Bureau !^2t ^ ° Q the fact Holloman 

• • 

vere too many oos“bS e“a2 * Hester * **»» 

east and south of to™ ^ block particularly to the 

that they should be looking wMte Were not s ^ e 

and hours alter the assassination. “g in the urst minates 
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All persona associated with Kin g 

should have been interviewed. 
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Hester eventually determined the I I A L Produce Co. story to be 
a bogus lead. All relevant persons were interviewed in Memphis and 
Hew Orleans. There was no indication of any past racial or Klan 
activity. Nothing of interest was discovered. This in combination 
with Mr. McFerren’s low credibility in the eyes of the Bureau led 
to a termination of this lead. The story was related to the Bureau 
after the fact and Hester viewed McFerren as a publicity seeker in 
light of his past involvement in demonstration activity. Nothing was 
uncovered to reinforce McFerren > allegations. - 

. 

The Bureau had no lias on directly with the police officers 
assigned to the firehouse, but there was daily Bureau contact with 
the MFD. The Bureau was not involved in trying to protect King when 
he returned to Memphis for the second march. 



The Bureau acquired considerable background information on, Ray 
lu an attempt to analyze his personality traits. The Array 201 file 
for Ray was probably obtained by the SLMO office and pertinent 
information forwarded to Memphis. Hester labeled Ray as a loser 
mnA a loner who was cccu'ortable with prison life. He could not 
handle the responsibilities of life on his own. He shot King to 
make a name for himself and subconsciously may have wanted to be 
apprehended. He may have even fant&sied about the possibility of 
being pardoned by a newly elected President Wallace. 



Hester was of the opinion that if Ray had ever had a great 
deal ofmoney at his disposal it would have been revealed in a 
more lavish lifestyle. Hester thinks Ray got his money through a 
series of 1 time robberies for wnich he was never identitied. 



Unsolved crimes of this nature are not uncommon. Also, if Ray had 
been part of a conspiracy for which he was paid. h& probably would 
have been eliminated by his co-conspirators out of fear of being 
discovered. Xt would have been very difficult for any conspirators 
to have insulated themselves from Ray. 



Hester thought Ray was a hopeless amateur and was incredibly 
lucky in accomplishing the assassination and managing to get away. 
He returned the first rifle because he did not know how to clean 
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tha cocmoLine out of the chamber which had made it impossible to load. 

^’f J ~ Let 111 the rlfle which he Anally used. Ray shot 
or the head ox his victim whereas an experienced assassin would have 
aimed for a better target such as the heart. 



1967 



Hester had no explanation for Ray's first trip to Birmingham in 
• There was no apparent logic to it. 



Hester was pretty well convinced that the CB radio broadcast was 

a hoax perpetrated by the seventeen year old son of a prominent Memphis 
attorney. ^ 



Bureau agents were on the scene at the Lorraine as early as 

6:30 or 7:00pm. . ^ 

The fact that the latent prints from the scene were matched 
with those of James Earl Ray through examination of the federal 
fugitive warrant files was a stroke of luck. There was olenty of 
information on Eric Galt, but it didn’t go anywhere. The chances 
that Galt was a federal fugitive were very smaLL. Therefore, it was 
not a normal investigative procedure to search the fugitive warrant 
file. It was a desperation move by scmeone in the Bureau because 
the leads on Galt had proved to be unproductive until that point. 

Hester thought the Bureau was lucky to connect with Ray even as 
late as April 19th. ✓ 
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Addendum to the Joe Hester Interview of June 23, 1976 






On July 8, 1976, I recontacted S.A. Joe Hester to determine 

4 

If the Menphis Field Office file had a lab report reflecting the 

« 

finding of the cosroline in the breech of the first rifle purchased 
by Ray at the Aercmarine Supply Go. in Birnuhgham. Mr. Hester said 

t » » 

this had not been included in the report; it had been mentioned to 

SAC Jensen in a telephone call between Jensen and the F.B.I. lab. 

§ 

It had not been included in the lab report because the lab expert 
had not known there was any question about why the rifle had been 

returned. 

Mr. Hester did not know the identity of the Memphis police 

4 

officer who is in the photograph of the rifle, box and suitcase 
taken in the doorway of Canipe Amusonent Co. - which photograph 
Review Staff attorneys Folscm and Walker view with all the other 

evidence on April 7, 1976, at the Shelby County Criminal Court. 
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Mr ,^n?V?? tember 15, 1976, the unde rsigned telephoned 

Tenn^ T^I V’nfiW Director of Fire and Police, Memphis, 

. I identified myself as a Department of Justice Attorney 

assigned to the Attorney General's Task Force investigating the 

FBI s investigation of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther 

Jang Jr., and stated that I would like to ask ^im some questions. 

. Holloman said that he would cooperate in any way he could 

and related the following information. ’ 



* 



_ * 



4._ M . . '• Holloman said that he came 

to Memphis in August of 1959 and was the SAC of the Memphis FBI 
office until the Spring of i960 

T ,7 « „ He retired from the FBI in 

J ^ L L° f - l For about tvo years thereafter he was Director 

o cvelopment at Memphis State University. In 19 66 he became 
Executive Director of the Mid-South Medical Center Council for 
Comprehensive Health Planning. From January 1, 1968 until 

u 1 ’ IV°’ he WSS Director of Fil> e and PoUce for the 
City of Memphis. «, ** 

/ 

. far f s he can recall, Mr. Holloman said the Tactical 
f ^! e F ^ ce department were organized in January or 
February of ly68 for the purpose of avoiding riots which other 

WorLr« Qt C ^i asDetroit - had experienced. After the Sanitation 
Workers Strike began, the units were used to escort garbage 
trucks in their efforts to pick up trash. 

Holloman stated that Fire Station No. 2 on N. Main 
Street was used as a surveillance post in an effort to protect 
Dr. king. He said poUce officers had met Dr. King at the 
airport when he arrived in Memphis and offered him protection 

™f USGd ‘ Mr ' Hollon,an heUeves Dr. King and his aides 
the police were attempting to spy on their activities in 
connection with the strike. Thus, he said, the poUce resorted 
o observing Dr. King and his group from the fire station. 

t0 • Hollonan , this surveillance post had not been 

aalrt o e 5 w!-« Dr i f 1 " 8 arrived and refused protection. Mr. Holloman 
aid a physical inspection of the general area was not ma de because 

he poUce dia riot know where Dr. King was planning to stay prior 
to his arrival. • • ^ * 
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duty at the fire station sur^iSS ° f ° f f lcer ^"ard Redditt from 
April 4, 19 SB, to. °" the ““"■"“A of - 

' !l e ^ ine to the injunction against f>„ r1 -u he WaS in a COurt hearing 
5 :00pm. When he returned to his off-t marc ^ les > until about 

threat had been made on ofJicS RelStt- adVlSed that » 
remember whether Redditt wasaTrlff ® . Uf e • He does not 
ordered him to come in at that time^ m hls office or whether he 
he advised Redditt of the threat N ® vertheless , Holloman said 

into a m^ 1 under an ™J^ e ^ d ordered him to move his family 

Redditt followed the orders ST in i%L T n0t know whethe ^ 
baea received by other official about the threat had 

while he was in Court. Mr. HoU™ ° f Police McDonald, 

source of the information, but ^Sls toa^f* 8 ^ the 
government agency. After rv m a±ls that it was from some 

he was busy restiinTorL^to^f T + Sh0t and the riots started 
was out of his hands . h Clty and the matter of the threat 

knowledge* 1 of^^ansfSfof h «r he ^ recaU any 

Newsom from fire station no 2 on toe W&1 ^ ce and Floyd 

assassination. He said he has l! , y prior to Dr ‘ King's 
him by newspaper people that thev 6 learned from questions asked 

"invaden)', CWera « e of the 

police had was fferrell McColTn,, k u on3jr info ™er the Memphis 
organization for the^osfo^^° ^ infil trated the ^ 

to do. of binding out what they were going 



memorandum of interview sinceh^hV 6 des ired a copy of the 
Representative was contenmiat-r n rea ^ that the House of 
that he could possibS bTtotf^ an ^T^tion. He stated 

to know what he had said to me. TadvX Tl™ ^ he WOuld want 
did not think this would be a nrnu ^ Holloman that I 

have to be cleared with the Task Force' leader ^ reqUeSt WOUld . 
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September 20, 1976 



Mr. James F. Walker 
Attorney 

U. S. Department of Justice 
Safeway Building 
Room 856 

521 12th Street N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

Dear Mr. Walker: 



i 



Pursuant to our telephonic conversation on the morning of 
September 17, 1976, I am enclosing a copy of a letter dated 
July 17, 1968, from Inspector G. B. Tines, Inspectional 
Bureau, Memphis Police Department, to Assistant Chief 
W. E. Routt entitled " Security and surveillance of Dr. 
Martin Luther King from time he arrived in Memphis on 
April 3, 1968, until he was assassinated on the evening 
of April 4, 1968" which, I hope, will be helpful to you in 
your investigation. 

Sincerely, 




Franl 



Holloman 
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MEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTMENT 
INSPECTIONAL BUREAU 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 



July 17, 1968 

‘ • * 

1 

RE: Security and surveillance of Dr. 

Martin Luther King from time he 
arrived in Memphis on -April 3, 1908. 
until he was assassinated on the 
evening of April 4, 19h3. 

Mr. W. E. Routt, Asst. Chief . t ' 

Inspect ional Bureau ■ ' 

Building . . ‘ 

f "x • 

• , • * 

« • • • 

_ 1 • 

Dear Sir: 

• • 

« 

This report is being submitted as per request of Mr. Frank C. Holloman, 
Director of Fire and Police, for his information concerning the above captioned 
subject. . # *? . 

. 4. * 

| * S 

In the early morning of April 3, 1968, we received information that Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., would arrive in Memphis from Atlanta, Georgia, on 
Flight No. 381, Eastern Airlines, arriving in Memphis at 10:15 A.M., Gate 17, 
Memphis Municipal Airport. 

" * . . ‘ * r •• 

On receipt of this information I instructed Det. E. E. Redditt and Ptlm. 

W. B. Richmond to go to the Municipal Airport to observe and report when Dr. 
King arrived and try to ascertain the location where he would be staying 
while in Memphis. They were also advised to keep a continuing surveillance 

on Dr. King, so as to know who all he came in contact with. 

• » 

The reason for surveillance being ordered was because Dr. King was a 
controversial figure plus the fact he had, according to our information, been 
meeting with local black militants while in Memphis on prior visits. 

. * 

« 

A short time after instructing Det. Redditt and Ptlm. Richmond to go to 
the airport, I was advised by Chief J. C. Macdonald that Chief W. P. Huston 
was sending a detail of men to be with Dr. King for security measures. 

• • 

* 

On April 5, 1968, I received a copy of report written to Chief W. P. 

Huston by Inspector Don H. Smith, who was in charge of the security detail 
for Dr. King, along with Lts . ‘ William Schultz, George Kelly Davis and Det. 
Ronald B. Howell. These men were also assisted by Inspector J. S. Gagliano 
and Lts. Hamby and Tucker. Inspector Smith 1 s report reads as follows: 



April 3, 1968, 8:30 A.M., I was instructed by Chief W. P. Huston to go -to 
the Metropolitan Airport along with a detail of men who will be listed below' 
for security purposes for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., who was to arrive in 
this city aboard Flight 381, Eastern Airlines at 10:15 A.M. 

With me on this detail wore Lt. William Schultz of the Homicide Bureau, 

Lt. George Kelly Davis and Dot. Ronald B. Howell, of the Vice and Narcotics 

Bureau I arrived at the Me tropolitan Airport at approximately 9:10 A.M., 

April 3, L968, and proceeded Immediately to Gate 17, where Flight 381 from 

Eastern Airlines was to deplane. 

* • •• 



On our arrival at Gate 17 at the Metropolitan Airport there was no one 
at this gate and only two passengers crossed the hallway at Gate 18 awaiting 
an outgoing flight. At approximate Ly 9:15 A.M. on April 3, 1968, a white 
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Page 2 - Security and surveillance of Dr. Martin Luther King. 



female reporter and white cameraman arrived at Gate 17. A very few minutes 
later Mrs. Thomas Matthews, colored female, arrived at Gate 17 and during the 
conversation with Lt. George Kelly Davis she stated that she had come to the air- 
port to pick up Dr. King. Mrs. Matthews stated that they had not asked for 
police to be assigned to Dr. King. 



Between 9:15 A.M. and 10:33 A.M., which is the time Flight 381 arrived 
(Eastern Airline) in Memphis, a crowd of approximately 60 to 70 people had 
congregated at Cate 17 and in the hallway between Gate 17 and Gate 18. Some 
of the people who had congregated at this location were outbound passengers. 
Eastern Airline flights, and did not come to that * location to greet Dr. King. 
The majority of the people congregated there were from the news media. There 
were approximately 15 to 20 colored males and females who were not with the 
news media. 

i ♦ 

After Dr. King deplaned at 10:33 A.M. (his plane being late) he held a 
short press conference in the hallway near Gate 17 at the Metropolitan Airport. 
Our dispatcher was kept advised of the approximate number of people who were 
congregating at Gate 17 and he was also advised the exact time Dr. King de- 
planed, and that the crowd assembled was orderly. 

• , 

• 

Shortly after Dr. King T s press conference, he started toward the 
main lobby of the airport terminal and while walking down the hallway, the 
writer approached Reverend James Lawson and after identifying himself, asked 
Reverend Lawson if he would tell me where they were going on leaving the 

airport. Reverend Lawson stated, ,T VJe have not fully made up our minds.” 

# 

Dr. King got into a grey with a black vinyl top Buick Electra bearing 
Tennessee License JP-9735, which was parked on the upper driveway at the 
Metropolitan Airport. This car was driven by Mrs. Thomas Matthews and Dr. King 
was in the front seat with her. There were three colored males in the rear 
seat of this automobile. There was also a yellow Lincoln Continental with a 
black vinyl top bearing Tennessee License BT-0039, which was occupied by 
several male coloreds who left the airport along with the Buick carrying 
Dr. Martin Luther King. The dispatcher was advised of the description of the 
cars and the license numbers, and the above mentioned officers followed, 
keeping the dispatcher advised of our location and our final destination, 
which was the Lorraine Hotel located at 406 M;ulberry, arriving there at 
approximately 11:20 A.M. After arriving at the Lorraine Hotel, another 
cruiser occupied by Inspector J. S. Gagliano, Lts. Hamby and Tucker, arrived 
at this location at my request to assist in securing the area where Dr. King 
was staying. 

•• \ • - 

• / 

At approximately 12:05 P.M. , April 3, 1968, Dr. King left the Lorraine 
Motel in the same black over gray Buick bearing Tennessee License JP-9735, ^ 
driven by Mrs. Thomas Matthews, and the above mentioned officers followed 
this car carrying Dr. King to 584 E.; McLemore, the Centenary Methodist Church, 
where the officers in Cruiser John 1 secured the front entrance to the church 
off of McLemore and David 1 secured the rear entrance off Edith. 



Dr; King, in the same automobile driven by the same person, left 584 E. 
McLemore at approximately 2:15 P.M. and was followed by a white Cadillac with 
a blafck vinyl top bearing Tennessee License KO-0708 driven by Solomon Jones 
and an unknown colored male sitting in the. front seat with the driver. The 
above mentioned officers followed these two cars back to the Lorraine Hotel 
where the entrances were secured by the oificers who remained on duty at that 
location approxmately until 5: U5 P.M. Dr.' King arrived at the Lorraine 
Hotel on the last occasion at approximately 2:25 P.M. 
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During the time we were on duty at the entrances of this hotel between 
2:25 P.M. and 5:05 P.M., the Federal Marshal and some of his deputies arrived 
at this location and Dr. King along with some of his aides were served with an 
injunction. Approximately 30 minutes after this injunction was served on Dr. 
King and his aides a meeting was held in Room 307 of the Lorraine Hotel between 
Dr. King, his aides and several attorneys. 



It is not known by the writer if there were detectives .assigned to this 
detail after 5:05 P.M. when we were pulled off, but it should be°noted that at 

no time did Dr. King or anyone else ask for police protection while I was on 
this detail . . 

• .* ♦ 

*#•*■** ' 

This concluded Inspector Don H. Smith’s report. 

* • 

It was not until April 10, 1968, that I received a report concerning 
Inspector Joe Gaglianq’s participation in this detail, as well as those 
assigned with him, Lts. J. C. Hamby and Joe Tucker. This report was written 
to Chief W. P. Huston and reads as follows: 

• • 

. • % 

• 

April 3, 1968, at approximately 11:15 A.M., the writer received 
instructions from you that I was to meet Inspector Don Smith at Butler and 
Mulberry and assist him on the above captioned detail. I arrived at this 
location with Lts. J. C. Hamby and Joe Tucker around 11:25 A.M. and was 

briefed by Inspector Don Smith. ♦ ‘ • 

» ■* ••• 

• . * * 

* • , *, 

He advised me that Dr. King had been driven to the Lorraine Motel in a 
black Electra (black vinyl top and gray colored bottom) bearing Tennessee 
License J P-973 5. He instructed me to take Lts. Hamby and Tucker and secure the 
Butler Street exit and to stay with Dr. King whenever he left this location. 

In the meantime we were to keep him under observation as best we could. He 
also told me that although he had requested Dr. King's schedule, he had been 

refused same. - . . ... •. * 

• - ’ 4 • • 

• • • • : • . • 

• • M #4 * -• 1 

* 4 4 • 

The three (3) of us secured the Butler Street exit and at approximately 
12:05 P.M. Dr. King and party left in the black and grey Electra bearing 
Tennessee License JP-9735, being driven by a colored female whom I later 
learned to be Mrs. Thomas Matthews. They came out the Butler Street exit and 
proceeded east on Butler, south on Second totalhoun, east on Calhoun to Third, 
south on Third to McLemore, and then east on McLemore to 584 E. McLemore, which 
is Reverend Lawson's church. During this entire time this car was secured by 
Inspector Smith and his men, who followed immediately behind their Buick and we 
followed Inspector Smith's car. At this location I told Inspector Smith that I 
believed that there was an exit at the rear of this church and he instructed me 
to check and if so, to secure same. 

« • 

• * • i 

• • • 

After having secured the rear exit for about fifteen or twenty minutes*, I 
noticed Gerald Fanion, male colpred, enter the rear wing off Edith where he 
remained for approximately twenty or thirty minutes. When he came out, I 
motioned him over to our cruiser, at which time I requested that he try and 
determine for us what Dr. King’s party’s schedule was so that we could protect 
him. At this time Lt. Hamby told him, ”We don't want anything to happen to 
him,” and he answered, "I know what you mean," and he stated he would find out 
where they were going from here and would let us know. He went west on Edith 
on footsVind returned a short time later, again entered the building, but never 
came back to inform us of Dr. King’s party’s intentions. 




Around 2:15 P.M. we again followed Dr. "King and his party west to Third 
Street off McLemore, then north on Third to the Hogue & Knott Super Market 

iusf north of Walker on Third whore l)r. Kin« und party parked briefly while 
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Page M- - Security and surveillance of* Dr. Martin Luther King. 

one of the male coloreds entered Hogue & Knott and returned to their car At • 
this time Inspector Smith was able to get immediately behind Dr. King • • • 

Previously; there was a whits 67 or 68 Cadillac bearing TchncsscaKQ-OJOS 
being driven by a male colored Solomon Jones, immediately behind Dr. King s c . 
We allowed this car to proceed between Inspector Smith's cruiser and ours^ Wc 
went north on Third to Dutler and west on Butler to the Lorraine Hotel, where 

we took up our same security stations. 

We remained at this location until we were instructed by Inspector Don 
Smith that Chief J C Macdonald had ordered us to Headquarters at approximately 
!“sV£ ! April 3, 196™ This was my only detail on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr 

This concluded Inspector J. S. Gagliano's report. 

The observations of Det. Redditt and Ptlm. Richmond on April 3, 1968, 
coincide with reports written by Inspector Smith and Inspector ag lano, 
except go into more detail as to persons going to and from the Lorraine 
Hotel-Motel complex while Dr. King was there, for they had an observation P 
in the rear of Engine House No. 4, located at Main and Butler overlooking 

Lorraine Hotel-Motel. 



i ♦ 

• •»» 



It should be noted at this point a remark made by Mrs. Thomas Matthews as 
her name has been mentioned in the reports made by Inspectors Smith and Gagli 

and thatis she stated, pointing her finger at Det. Redditt, am ? 0 h j p 

*2? vou "or "I am going to shoot you." This is listed to show the attitude 

toward the police that some of Dr. King's associates had. It was also mentioned 
by^Lt . Davis that Mrs. Thomas Matthews was the first colored person to arrive 
at Gate 17 at the airport and upon talking with her, trying to find out 
arrangements that had been made for Dr. King, she stated they had not invited 
anv police and later she was overheard telling Dr. King that, "We are just not 
receiving%ny police protection," and Dr. King stated to 

a<* soon as I get time, I will see what I can do about it. It is believe 
that Mrs. Matthews and Dr. King did not know these remarks had been overhe r 

by Lt. G. K. Davis. . . 

Det Redditt and Ptlm. Richmond left their observation post at 6:35 P.M., 
April 3 1968, and went to the Mason Temple where Dr. King was to make an 
address to a mass meeting. On arrival at this location they were met by 
Reverend Malcomb Douglass. Blackburn, MW, 40, residence 857 Woodluwn who 
Associate Minister a? Clayborn Temple, and was quite active during the 

sanitation strike. . ““ 

* • » 

Rpverend Blackburn called Det. Redditt aside and asked what he was trying 
to do'tt^himself and when Kedditt ^Auired as to whet h m t *£***£ 

the word is out that you were over in the fire station near me 

spying with binoculars. „ • ■ • ' , 

After Reverend Blackburn had talked’ to Det. Redditt, he then approached 
r S ^his“4 wrong° place ^^hC^ecais^^e^ion^'aLeady ‘high enough! 

wS^buf Rcddi« r and°RichmSn5 P.m! became 

Aprtl j* uuc kluuui Mm i r* nrnscnce known 

they felt that Reverend James Lawson was. going Larrv Payne calling it 

after remarks had been made concerning the shooting of Larry Layn , 

cold blooded murder. . . *• 
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Page 5 - Security and surveillance of Dr. Martin Luther King. 

I would like to make mention at this point that I have no idea as to 
why the security detail was removed from Dr. King after 5:05 P.M. , April 3';* 

1968, as mentioned in Inspector J. S. Cagliano T s report, as I was not conferred 
with concerning it. The surveillance detail, however, was again resumed at 
10:30 A.M. , April 4, 1908. 

April 4, 1968, 10:30 A.M., Det. Redditt and Ptlm. Richmond resumed their 
surveillance of the Lorraine Hotel-Motel complex, noting everything that went 
on concerning persons going to and from this location. 

4 

While at the observation post at Firehoude No. 4, Det. Redditt received 
a phone call from a woman who did not identify herself, stating, "You are 
doing your own black people wrong and we are going to do you wrong also." 

• 

During the time this surveillance was in progress Mr. Philip R. Manuel, • 
who is with the U.S. Senate Investigating Committee for Senator McClellan, 
was in our office and he received a call to return a call to his office in 
Washington and in doing so, he was advised that a reliable informer of theirs 
in Mississippi had called advising them of a plan the Mississippi Freedom 
Democratic Party had made to kill the Negro Lieutenant here in Memphis and it 
was believed they could have been referring to Det. Redditt, for he had been 
in the thick of things since the beginning of the sanitation strike. Mr. Manuel 
was advised by his office that the plan had already been set in motion, but 
he could get no specific details because Mr. Jack Dross, his associate in 
Washington, had left the office without dictating a memo regarding this. 

4 

Mr. Manuel advised that his plane was to leave Memphis for Washington at 
5:50 P.M. and that on arrival in his office the next morning, the particulars 
would be forwarded our office. NOTE: Information was received later from Mr. 

Manuel indicating that the Negro Lieutenant referred to was in Knoxville, 

Tennessee instead of Memphis. m 

- /• 

Upon learning of this possible threat to Det. Redditt, he was pulled from 
the surveillance assignment and relieved of duty and sent home to be with his 
family and a police guard was set up at his home. Ptlm. Richmond, however, 
remained on his post, continuing surveillance of the Lorraine Hotel-Motel. 

Ptlm. Richmond, while observing the motel, saw Dr. Martin Luther King 
at the time he was shot. He states that this was approximately 6:00 P.M. and 
at that time he heard a loud sound as if it were a shot and saw Dr. Martin 
Luther King fall back from the hand rail and put his hand up to hishead. Upon 
observing this, he ran to the phone to report it, at which time he saw one of 
our tac units in front of the fire station, advising them that Dr. King had 
been sfiot, and at this time the dispatcher was made aware of what happened and 

all police units in the area began to converge on the scene. % 

• 

At the time Dr. King was shot, there. were two tac units and five cars in 

close proximity, which would give a minimum of 44 men in the area and a 

maximum of 52, as the tac units had anywhere from 12 to 16 men per unit and 
the cars had 4 men each assigned. 

. * 

There was quite a lot of conversation at the Lorraine Hotel-Motel after 

politic arrival as to how they got on the scene so fast, and it was even 

indicated that a policeman was responsible for the shooting. As a result of 

these remarks, I had Mr. Walter Lane Bailey, male Negro, who is the owner of 

the Lorraine llotol-Motol, come to the Police Station on April 6, 1968, and 



• > 



• • 



JUT ^ • 1 |U 4 w XU 



LIU W 4 4 V. A. 



4%^t . 



r 

•T 



jI 



s 

% 



a statement concerning our presence in the area, as wo were kceoinc in 
e touch with him as to what was going on among Dr. King and his associates. 

his Dl!p!I r ir D f il - y ' 8 statement he states that he.knew that we were observing 
only eri tiei s m U he n had heard "of 11^°^°!^ 

S2 ss- sr. ™ 

i nSD ^^T\^ reports after Dr - King's death that were written by 

Sere certain ? et ; Redditt , and Ptlm - Richmond, there - 

statement to nnJ "u .umI* 1 ff 1 ! " G0 , ded clarifying, such as Reverend Blackburn's 

tLl La OVV i lnC t and als ° from Mrs * Thomas MattheSs, her sJatement il^a? 

they had not asked for any police in connection with Dr. King's visit Also - 

McMillan ^deted^prifHs^ 0 ] 968 , F which^stated n th^ ******1 H i dney Cole and Lt. b! J. 

whose id PS t>‘ Ciampa ’ Joe Paisley, Gerald Fanio^and anothe^male^olo^ed 

Sat tMs ias y a r? Tn\ 0h M tain f\^ Mr> Holloman ' s office on his request and 
“ at 5, lb was at i- 10 A.M. and while in Mr. Holloman's office Gerald Fanion 

police 1 orotecti ent f tha ^h the Strate Sy Committee had considered’ asking for 
against it f ° r ^ Reverend Martin Luther King; however, had decided 

1 t 

. On April 11, 1068, I talked to Mrs. Thomas Matthews at her place of 

tSrsame’as 'Lt^na^ Sh ° P ° n Park Avenue ’ P h - 324.9247, and she stated 

remark abo^ ^he nT S mentloned in thei r report. She said she made the 

before and that tut " 8 at th f airport « for the V aren’t there the time 
r <- * n • t ° n * 118 .°ccasion, however, referring to April 3 1968 she 

saw Lt Davis Inspector Smith, Det. Redditt and his partner, referring to 

Ptlm. Richmond Mrs. Matthews was asked to come to my office and viva a 

statement, which, she agreed to do, but never appeared. • S 

Douglas Blackburn 3 ^ atGme " t was obtained from Reverend Malcomb 

Temple V ™ 1 u ' that he had Sp ° ken with Det - Redditt a t Mason 

tell him riv,r f l Ge "’ ornbGr the exact context of their- conversation , but did 
ell him that he had heard a remark or rumor that he had been observing the 

"°f eL binocular, fro™ in or near the fire Ko"o. Rovoicnd 

Blackburn also stated that he had no knowledge of whether anyone had asked fnr 
police protection for Dr. Kin g while in Memphis on April 3 wS 4. 1968? 

refaranoe to the -nemo concerning Gerald Fanion 's remarks to Mr 
Holloman, a statement was obtained from Gerald Fanion on April 24 1968 

Church” he M S r tated t I iat ° n April 3 ’ 1968 » while a t the Centenary Methodist 
w^nu n h f SaW Ins P cctor Gagliano and another gentleman he did not 

k ™" ^ t ? i lx he SP ° ke to . Ins P e ctor Gagliano, but cannot remember all the 
c y ° lr t lC convcrsat: i on > but he does, remember being asked about Dr. Kind’s 

chcdule He went on to state that he did not "resume” the responsibility of° 

Gagliano tU lniormation oP Dr - King’s schedule as requested by Inspector 

• * 

When asked the question if he had been present on any occasion during 
strategy meetings pertaining to Dr. King's visits to Memphis and particularly 
his^v is i t oi April 3, 1968, was there any discussion with reference to asking 








» '• 




for police protection for Dr. King. Mr. Fanion answered by stating he had 
heard this mentioned prior to his first visit March 28, 1008, and went on to 
state that Dr. King T s itinerary on both visits to Memphis were not discussed 
in strategy sessions where there would be general knowledge to a lot of pcopLe, 
but he has heard it mentioned that police protection is not a request of Dr. 
King’s staff. In other words, it is not a policy to ask for police protection. 

Mr. Fanion also makes mention that he had heard Det. Redditt had been 
watching the Lorraine Hotel-Motel from the fire station and remembered hearing 
that he had been removed from the fire station prior to Dr, King’s assassination 

• 

As to the remarks Mr. Fanion is supposed to h^ve made in the presence of 
Mr, Holloman, he stated he cannot truthfully remember these remarks; however, 
he might have said this, that it had been mentioned. * 

All data mentioned in this report, such as copies of reports, statements, 
etc., will be made a part of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., surveillance 
file of April 3 and 4, 1968, maintained in the Inspectional Bureau office. 



Respectfully submitted 




G. P. Tines, Inspector 
Inspectional Bureau 
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Special Agent Ray Howe (Marking Case Agent at 
Kansas City Field Office)- Interviewed by 
gross, Kieckhefer and White on July 8, 1976 

« 

Special Agent Howe thought the overall investigation was 

m 

good and that Hoover would never have interfered with its progress. 
Howe is fairly certain that Ray escaped from the MSP with 

t 

help from inside and that Ray's brother, who visited him the day 
before the escape, helped Ray on the outside by picking him up in 

P 

an automobile. Ray had bought a radio right before the escape and 
wa3 probably planning to use it as an aid i n remaining a fugitive. 

The story given by Ray on his method of escape involved the same route 
used by another inmate the year before. Ray probably fabricated 

m • • 

his story to protect those who helped him inside the prison. Ray had 
been practicing hiding out in the prison at various periods so that 

the authorities would not anticipate an escape when it was discovered 

» 

that he was missing. 

The search of the fugitive warrant file which led to the 

\ 

connection between Galt and Ray was not a. standard procedure. Howe 
essentially agreed with the assessment by Special Agent Joe Hester 
in Memphis in th s regard. 

y 

Howe believes that Ray obtained his funds from the Alton R«nif 
robbery. Howe was not aware of any MSP group named "Cooley". 



September 15, 1976 



INTERVIEW OF WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE 



William Bradford Huie was telephonica lly contacted in Hartselle, 

• • 

Alabama, on September 15, 1976 . • . Huie was advised of the 

Task Force's responsibilities and its interest in his cxjrimunications 
with James Earl Ray* * ^ ... 4 

Ray had already cost him 

over $15,000 in legal fees from various lawsuits by Ray against him. Huie 

• * • 

stated he was conclusively convinced that Ray assassinated Dr. King, and 
that there was no conspiracy involved in the matter. 

Huie further stated that his records for James Earl Ray were with 
his attorneys in Nashville, Tennessee. These records have been available 

to various reporters, writers and investigators for several years. He said 

* 

i 

we were welcome to review the files, but advised that he desired to retain 
the original documents as he will eventually give them to Arthur Hanes, Jr. 
In order to see the files we should contact Attorney Gareth Adam of the 
law firm of Hooker, Ketfell, Datson and Harris, 900 National Trust Building, 
Nashville, Tennessee, 37201 (615/244-6840) . 

9 • 
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OPTIONAL POMM NO. IO 

JULY »•*» COITION 

OCA fPMR 141 CMI 101-1 1.0 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



Memorandum 

: Files 




on • Fred G. Folsom 



bject: Conference With F.B.I. Internal Security Division 

Representatives 



In an informal discussion on September 2, 1976, coverina 
several matter;' w 

it was conceded by then that there was no evidence 
that Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. , had ever been a member of the 
Ccninunist Party, U.S.A. , nor was there direct evidence (i.e., quotation 
of oral or written statements) that he espoused the conmanist philosophy 
or followed a "party line" distinguishable from the valid civil rights 
movement. It was stated that the Bureau's attention to King was predicated 
on his association with alleged CP USA members, taking their tactical 
advice and using them for other matters such as legal advice, mass 
demonstrations and speech writing. x 

i 



♦ 






% 




•» 



% 








# 



Memorandun of Interview of Robert Jensen , Security 
Officer, Holiday Inns, Manphis, Tennessee, formerly 
Special Agent in Charge, Memphis Field Office, F.B.I. 

JUly 7, 1976 , 

i 

* 

ftessrs. Walker and Folsan interviewed former Special Agent 

. ♦ * •* 

in Charge Jensen at the Executive Offices of the Holiday Inns Corporation - 
Hie interviewers explained their mission and inquired about Jensen's 
tour of duty as SAC. He said he had been SAC in Birmingham and 
came to Morph is in 1965 as SAC after a stint on the Inspection Staff. 

Jensen assured us that there had been no counterintelligence type 
activity against King either in Birmingham or in Memphis during his 
tenure at either station. He was sure he would have had to know had 
there been such. He gave the same answer with respect to technical 
installations in either location. In Birmingham there was a sound man 

who was an old timer with obsolete equipment. 

. • 

We asked about the F.B.I.'s role in relation to the Sanitation 
Worker’s strike in early 1968. Jensen said there was agent participation 
in observing the strike activities for intelligence purposes. The Manphis 
Police Department and confidential informants also supplied information 
to the Field Office. Jensen said the situation in Manphis was not the 
seme as it had been in Birmingham implying that Manphis did not have as 

f 

great a potential for racial violence because the strike was an isolated 

issue. . • • 

The "Invaders" were not of any importance until they got involved 

in the Poor People's March. They had no stature in the Black ccmnunity. 

They did meet with Dr. King at the Rivermont Hotel after the disrupted 

March 28 march led by King. Jensen recalled that King was taken to the 

* 

Rivermont pretty much by the police escort because that's where they 




assuned King was staying. When he returned on April 3 , he was booked 

4 

into the Lorraine by his cmu managers. 

• Jaisen says King's being at the Lorraine was knewn as that 

% 

is where he was served by the U.S. Marshals with a temporary restraining 
order. This was in the April 4 morning edition 'Of the Caimercial Appeal. 

ft 

Jensen learned of the murder from the Menphis police after it 
occurred. He dispatched Special Agent Hester to the hospital and 
within about an hour was informed that King was clinically dead. He 
y ag instructed by the Bureau to go ahead with an investigation. By 
midnight all of the evidence at the crime scene had been collected and 
dispatched in the care of an agent by plane to Washington. 

The Memphis police, meanwhile, had been unable to do much of 

• • 

anything because they were caught up with the problem of coping with 
the riots and burnings that followed a brief hiatus of shock after nstfs 

of the assassination was broadcast. 

The SAC and his successor in the same office in Birmingham were 

4 /, 

in consultation by phone on the morning of April 5th about finding the 
seller of the rifle (identified by Ranington during the night) . Both 
agents wondered whether the assassin might be an agent of the Ccnnunists . 
Informers in the Ocntnunist Party and in every organization with a 
radical bias (right or left) were ordered contacted with negative results 

as to any plot against King. 

•To nonage the investigation Jensen set up a separate force in the 
Field Office when DeLoach from the Bureau, and four inspectors visited 
(terphis on the 5th. He asked for more manpower and 16 or so agents were 
detailed. He was instructed by DeLoach: "You better find that son of a 

bitdi in a hurry," and that was all. He did not recall that agents were 

* f 
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sent who had not formerly been police officers. He surmized that this 
had been done in Mississippi to avoid possible sympathy problems when 
police might be implicated, and hence was an early precaution the Bureau 
took in the King assassination case. 

Jensen said there, was effort to run out ail suspect leads. 

t 

.V 

v 

This narrowed when the trail led to Ray. 

f 

We asked about the possibility that someone financed Ray. Jensen 
referred to the .38 pistol taken from Ray on his capture in London. This 
gun was traced fran its origin in Japan to a dealer in California to a 
buyer in Georgia to a person in Birmingham and there sold to an individual 
in October of 1967 through a newspaper advertisement. Jensen surmized 

• • 4 *. . 

that this gun was used in robberies to finance Ray. An inquiry - among 

»« 

many - in Los Angeles brought out that about 15 unsolved robberies occurred 

there at pertinent times and the robber fit the general description of Ray. 

\ 

Jensen replied to an inquiry about why it took about 12 days before 

/♦ 

anyone thought to match up the unknown subject's prints with the 
fugitive print files, that this was a responsibility of the lab and 
lab procedures cause seme delay in such cases. 

Jensen said he had no conversations with defense lawyers Hanes 

■ 

or Percy Foreman. After the plea and sentence Jensen and two agents 
(Hester was one) interviewed Ray in prison and attempted to cajole him 
into answering questions. The only significant things Ray said were that 
they never would have caught him except for the photographs of him. And, * 
while he said "you cton't have a good case" he adnitted that Stephens 
at the floptouse "did get a good look at me." On terminating the prison 
v interview Bay told the agents to take a good look at him as they were 

"going to have to find me." he made no response to suggestions he had 



lied about "Raoul." There was no response to Jensen's suggestion that 





ray 8 brothers had helped him get to Canada. 

Jrosro'a final comments were about Dan Rather of CBS who ashed 
What abstraction Hoover issued ro densen „ view of ^ 

" Um °“ ty ' ^ ■“«•* *> P*— out he got a tonus for 

his work on the Ray case. 

• • 

J«w. feels confident that Ray acted ione. His life style 
raa the unlikelihood that anyone would hire a loser like Ray convinces 

— Jrosen pointed cart that tt. anltiplroity of police agrooies 
inrolved in the events of April < lm , a. sheriffs ^ ^ ^ 

State irocpers, makes it virtuaUy impossible ttnt the police «e in 
any conspiracy to set Ray up as the assassin; someone in these three 
9*»PS wuld have raised a question and disclosed the schema. 



/ 




Memorandum of Interview of R.T. Johnson, Deputy chief, 
Memphis Fire Department- Phone No, 901/458-8281 



On December 21, 1976, I telephoned R.T, Johnson, 
Deputy Chief, Memphis Fire Department (formerly a captain 
assigned to Fire Station No. Two) , and inquired about the 
detail of fireman Norvell Wallace on the night of April 3, 
1968. 



Johnson confirmed that he was Wallace’s commanding 
officer on the night in question and did receive a telephone 
call requesting him to detail V&llace to Fire Station No. 33. 
He Solid the telephone call was from someone in the personnel 
department, but he does not recall who it was at this time. 
However, he stated that it had to have been someone higher up, 
since they operate similar to a military organization. 







F. Walker, Attorney 
of Jus ice 













Memorandum of Interview with James H. 
1231 4th Street, S.W. 

Washington, D.C. - 
Telephone 484-6023 



On December 13, 1976, I telephoned James H. Lesar, 
Esquire, current counsel for James Earl Ray, concerning 
the possibility of interviewing Ray. T psar confirmed that 
he was still counsel for Ray, but said his policy was not 
to permit any interview of Ray as long as his case was 
before the Court. I told Lesar that we wanted to interview 
Fay because of the allegations he made regarding a 
conspiracy in connection with the murder of Dr. King. 

Iasar said that Ray's constitutional rights had been violated 
and the proper remedy was a new trial under traditional 
procedure. 

Lesar further stated that there are 14 volumes of 
Fay's testirrony before the U.S. District Court in Marphi s 
which testimony was given in connection with his notion for 
a n^v trial. Lesar claims that all of the facts cure set out 
in that testimony and that Ray v»ould not give any different 
information in an interview. 

lesar cuiujlained bitterly about difficulties he 
has encountered with the Department of Justice over a 
freedom of information request. He enumerated various 
instances wherein he alleged the Department had denied 
having certain documents or refused to give him copies of 
dociments which admittedly existed. I assured Lesar that 
the Martin Luther King, Jr. Review Task Force had no juris- 
diction over POIA requests. 

» 

I telephoned l e sa r a second time and inquired whether 
he had a copy of the transcript of Ray's testimony before 
the District Court. He said he did, but would permit me to 
make a copy only if I brought his unanswered letters and 
requests to the attention of the Attorney General and after 
he received a reply. I informed Lesar that, under the 
circumstances, I would bring his unanswered letters to the 
attention of Mike Shaheen and that I would look elsewhere 
for a copy of the transcript. 




§ 
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fterorandun of Interview with James H. lesar 
1231 4th Street, S.W. 

Washington, D.C. 

Telephone 484-6023 

office 223-5587 — 



I telephoned James H. Lesar, Esquire, on December 14, i , 
and asked him whether he would reconsider our revest to interview 
Janes Earl Ray in view of the U.S. Supreme Court decision yester y 
denying his petition for certiorari. Lesar said he was writing Ray 
a letter today and would advise him of our desire to interview him 

and leave the natter up to him. 



I informed Lesar that if an interview is to take place, 
the arrangements would have to be made as expediciously as possible, 
since our report has to be submitted before the present At rr ^V 
General leaves office. Lesar said the letter would take about two 
days to reach Ray and he (Lesar) would call or we could call him in 

a few days. . 



I asked whether there would be any objections to us camunicating 
directly with Ray. Lesar stated that he did not object to seen a 
oonnunicatim, provided the letter is sent through him. 



>• 
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Attorney/ Department of Justice 
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Interview of Richard E. Long 



Mr. Richard E. Long was Interviewed at his office on December 
on 1976 by James R. Kieckhefer. Mr. Long was the Headquarter 8 
Supervisor for the MURKIN.. investigation in 1968 , pperating from the 
Civil Rights Unit of the General Investigative Division. Mr. Long 
is presently Assistant Director of the Finance and Personnel Division 

of the FBI. 

Long advised that he was assigned the MURKING investigation 
because he had geographical responsibility for the Memphis Field 
Office. On April 5, 1968, he and the Chief of the Civil Rights 
Section, Clem McGowan, went to see Assistant Director Alex Rosen 
regarding the investigation. Rosen inquired as to how Long would 
maintain a "tickler system." Long at a later time explained to Rosen 
how his tickler system would be formed and utilized. Long stated that 
he maintained the system with approximately 35 key classification. 

This system was retained in addition to the MURKIN file. 

Long stated that each day there were prepared for the Director 
two daily reports, one in the morning (9:0° “•) and one in the 
afternoon (l:00 pm.). He was assisted in these reports by Supervisor 
Frank Hadson and Dick Bates of the Civil Rights Unit who would read 
the Incoming teletypes with him. Long and Bill Martindale would hen 
prepare the memo for the Director. The memo would be forwarded to 
McGowan for signature, then to James Halley, then to Rosen and then 
to DeLoach. These were only reports of the current investigation a d 
did aot contain recommendations, said Long. 

8 

Long said that DeLoach would offer many suggestions. If a matter 
of importance was received, DeLoach would be called by telephone. 

Long advised that there were no limitations or restrictions on the 
investigation. However, this case was handled in a somewhat different 
manner because Headquarters had responsibility for the conduct of ® 
case. Generally, the office of origin (Memphis) had this responsibility 
and would provide Headquarters with up-to-date reports on a case. 

Long said that he was instructed to use all manpower he felt 
necessary to complete a full investigation of the assassination. 

Long related a story told him by Rosen regarding the search of 
fingerprint fugitive files. Rosen said that the Director believed, 
after some point in the investigation, that the assassin was 
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